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HE following Sheets are the 

Production of a few leiſure 
Hours, and may indeed appear as 
only an E t on Biſhop Sher- 
locks Plan: But that — Per- 
formance was never in my Hands till 
ſome time after theſe Obſervations had 
been communicated to a Friend, and 
from that Friend it was that I then 
had the Reading of it. T had ſeen, it's 
true, ſome Quotations from the Biſhop, 
in Srzackhboyſe's Hiſtory of the Bible, 
which I had conſulted in the Proſecu- 
tion of this ſmall Eſſay: And now 
that ſome Friends have fone fit to 
introduce it into the World, the Pub- 
lick may pleaſe to receive it as a Sup- 
plement to Dr. Sher/ock's Diſſertation 
and it is hoped they will candidly for- 
give this Attempt towards the clearing 
up a Matter of ſuch Importance to 
Chriſtianity in general. 


o * + + | Tow > * 22 Kon id 14 2 7 * P * 
, g . * 
0 0 
o 
\ = 
' . . 
* ! , 
o 
» * 
N « 
: 
. 
4 * 
- 
o 
— * 
* 
4 * 
5 
- 
* - 
* 8 
, 
* 
- 
— 
. * 
1 * e - * N 
* * 
* — 
9 
1 : 
y — 
0 0 
- 


= 
* 
* 
— 
= 
* 8 by a F 
* , 8 
* . F w 
S * - 
* +4 = * 
7 . 3+ & 4 
- 7 . . : 
* 
2 1 1 k each ” 
* * 4 
- * * 4 : 
1 , * my * 2 we by . „ * . * . «a _— 
= 
- 
4% 
- 
» * 
n : 
= : | ——_ RY e — 4 


A 


DISSERTATION, & 


S# - > | 
HAVE at laſt digeſted into ſome. Order 
che few Obſervations I had made on that 
famous of the Patriarch Jacob, 
Gen. xlix. 10. The Sceptre ſhall not depart 
from Judah, nor a Laugiver from between 
His Feet, until SH1Lon come, &c.“ by which 
I intended to ſhew that the Interpretation 
given of it in moſt of the Tranſlations I have 
ſeen, does not come up to the Patriarch's 
meaning, 
for the accompliſhment of the Prediction. 1 
remember you ſeem d to be ſurpriz d when 
I faid ſo, and deſired to ſee my Reaſons for 
ſaying it. And it is in compliance with this 
Deſire, that I have thus adventured to give 
my thoughts on the ſubject, although per- 
haps in a manner new, and contrary to the 
hitherto received 
ſince I looked on this Prophecy, as one of 
the ſtrongeſt Arguments of that kind in con- 
firmation of our holy Religion, even as it 
ſtands tranſlated in our Engh/b Bibles : And 
J never could read the ſubſequent HW 
"37 B 


and fixes no certain determinate Era | 


inions, It is a long time 


{2J 

of the Jewiſh Nation from their firſt Eſta- 
bliſhment into a ſeparate State down to the ſe- 
veral Epochas of Græcian and Roman Power, 
without a certain ſort of fear leſt any thing 
ſhould be found occurring in that .of 
time which might ſeem to weaken the of 
ſo beautiful a Predietion, or give the Enemies 
of the Goſpel any Handle to turn the Edge 
of the Argument another way. And how 
much was I mortified, when I found that | 
before our Massian came, the Sceptre an 
Laugiver, 2 to the common idea of 
the words, were. from Juda, and 
that the Jew!/b 5 had for many — 
before his nce been deprived. of the 
Privilege of having Kings and Governours of 
their own Nation. So that upon perceiving 
this I could not but conclude, either that the 
inſpired Patriarch had not the coming of the 
Meſſiah in his eye, or that his expreſſions 
carried another ſenſe than what they have 
deen hitherto taken in. This put me upon 
looking into the Hebrew. Original, and dili- 
gently bw far as my ſmall, and but late, ac- 
quaintance with it could go) examining eve- 
ry principal word contained in the tent, from 
is uſe and application in r 
the ſacred Records, N find is —— 


* of oning to 2 beſt, if not — | 
only, way a; the woe meaning 
the Phraſes o f the Spi of God. This In- 


quiry, I tak (Ge, hgh.» id whine, 


— 


: 131 
has turhed to very good Account for the 
Satisfaction of mine own Mind; and I am 
now fully ſettled in the Belief, that the 
coming of the Mefiah was the main Intend- 
ment of the Prophecy, and that it has been 
fully and literally accompliſhed, though not 
in the Acceptation moſt people have been all 
along taught to put upon it. And as it is 4 
Point of fuch univerſal concern to all Chriſ- 
tians, and dips into none of the modern Con- 
troverſies that are ſo warmly agitated among 
us, I'am therefore not aſhamed to let my 
thoughts upon it be ſeen, though perhaps 
from ſome forts of People, I may meet with 
no favourable Appellations for ſo doing. God 
knows my intention is good, and to do good; 
and were my ſphere of reading more exten- 
five than my ſtraitened way of life 
can reach to, I doubt not, but I could make 
bat I am to advance, plain and clear beyond 
all : contradiction. However the little I have 
done may poſſibly awaken ſome good Chriſtian, 
of more-talents and nities, to look in- 
to this, and many other important things of 
the — ns . the 
many Infidels, Deiſts, and rs £ 3 
and to convince the World what a . 
LL 27 OTST OS 

But before I begin with the Prophecy itſelf, 
I muft' go back a little, and confider ſome 
things that appear as it were iutroductory to 


EE [4] | 
it. That the Patriarch Jacob, in moſt of the 
rticulars of his Hiſtory, was under the in- 

| A of Divine Inſpiration, eſpecially in this 

of Bleſſing his Sons before his death, is a Point 
univerſally acknowledged, and indeed beyond 
the Poſſibility: of denial. To him who was 

Jaac's younger Son, as 1/aac was the younger 

Son of Abraham, were the Promiſes given, 

and with him was the CovsnanT made, that 

10 his Seed ſhould all the Kindreds of the 

Earth be bleſſed. Accordingly God was with 

him in all his ſeveral Peregrinations, led him 

as it were by the hand, took' care of him, 
and bleſſed him, as with outward Protection, 
ſo particularly with the inward Impulſe of 
his Spirit; whence St. Paul ſpeaking of one 
of the circumſtances of his Life, ſeemingly 
none of the moſt conſiderable, that of his bleſ- 
ſing the two Sons of Foeph, Heb. xi. 21: ſays, 
he did it by Faith. And here in this laſt 

Scene of his Hiſtory, there plainly appears the 

{ame guidance of that Divine Spirit which had 

all along attended him. Gather yourſelves 

together, ſays he, Gen. xlix. 1. that I ma 

** tell you what ſhall befall you in the la 

« days, Sc.“ thereby not only indicating the 

Spirit of Prophecy with which he was then 

poſſeſſed, but likewiſe extending his Predic- 

tions to their ſeveral Poſterities, in the laſt 
days. By the by I cannot but obſerve, that 
as Abrabam was moved by the Spirit of God 

to prefer {aac before IMmael, and * 

we 


I 


ference to his younger Son Jacob before Eſau 
(which may help to point to the true Mean- 
ing of that much 'controverted Paſſage, Ram. 
ix, 13. compared with Malachi i. 2, 3. Facob 
have I loved, but E/au have I hated) fo here 
acoh by the ſame Spirit was directed to paſs 
y his firſt-born Son Reuben, and even by the 
next two, Simeon and Lew, and to aſſign to 
Judab the Bleſſings of the Patriarchal Pro- 
miſe. And of what ſort were theſe Blel- - 
fings? Not of a temporal Nature, not to con- 
ſiſt in Sceptres and Sovereignties, but of a ſpi- 
ritual Aſpect, pointing to the Eſtabliſhment 
of the Church, and the Promiſes of the Me/- 


b. © Judab, ſays he, Gen, xlix. 8. Thou 


> &« > 
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art he whom thy Brethren ſhall praiſe—— 
© Thy Father's Sons ſhall bow down to 
s thee, Sc.“ There is a particular Energy 
in ſome of the Words of this Verſe, which I 
think, our Eng/;/þ tranſlation does not fully 
enough comprehend de TTY (Fehuds atta) - 
Judab thou, or Thou art Tudab, &c. The 
old Man we may ſuppoſe lying on his Bed, 
and, all his Sons according to their Seniority 
ſtanding in a circle before him: He had al- 
ready addreſſed himſelf to Reuben, Simeon, and 
Levi, and then coming in order to Ease, 

points to him, as it were with the Finger: 
Judab there, or Thou art Judab, (as Chriſt 
. faid, St. Mart. xvi. 18. Thou art Peter, &c.) 
thy Brethren m (Fuduka) ſhall * 


fame Spirit; 1/aac was guided to give the Ple- b | 


ſelf; not as he was his Son after the leſh,. 


en ſhall worſhip, which comes 


to be meant, no further 
1 ee HEAL 


161 
From this Verb ry ¶ Jada) laudare to ptaiſe, 
the Patriarch Judas had his Name, Gen- 
xxix. 35. And the faid, Now will 1 praiſe 
the Lord, therefore ſhe called his Name Ju- 
dah, The Word is of a ſacred Im ort, and 
for the moſt part applied to to 
acts of Praiſe, UTbankfgivigg, Adoratio 42 
which Mankind owe to God. It wor 
needleſs to quote all the Places of = | 
which ſhew this. The Palms in partict | 
full of ſuch Proofs. You may only lock . 
to P/ bxvii, 3, F:: Ixxxvili. 10: : cxxxvi 

cxlv. 10. where this very word Fade n is 
uſed. From this act f Prai/e, of divine 
Praiſe, I ſay, Judab had his Name: 
here the Praiſe which at his Birth Leah gave. 
to God, is by Jacob applied to Judab —.— 


but as he was the Son of the Promiſe, 
to ſay, not to the very Perſon of Judab, but 
to Him of his Poſterity, Who was to nl 
object of univerſal Praiſe, and to w] 
this grand Expreſſion could be in its 50 
proper Import directed. The fame is to 

faid of the latter Part of the Verſe, + a- 
ther's Sons WiINe® (Fi/btechuu) (hall bow down. 
to thee. The Septuagint have tendered it, 


ta 


more up to the meaning of the Hebrew, than 
to bow down does. The bodily 15 955 of 
bowing down, when there is nothing 
Idea to be ee 


* . 


9271 

4s generally ex by ſome other Hebreto © 
Verb, ſuch as TP (Rxadad.) See Numbers 
xxii. 31, And he. bowed his head, &c., or 


rl ortay og MI. 6. The reſt 


dawn upon their Knees, &c. 1/as. x. 4. 
17 Without me they ſhall bow down,” J/ar. 


x|yi 1. -** Bel boweth down,” and u. a. they 
, they bow down, &c.” Many times 
Wen ic e e e forme | 
with this Verb V - (EHfotachab) the one 

to denote the bodily Action of bowing down, 
and the other to ſignify the Limitation of 
that act to the intention of worſhipping: Thus 
Set. xv. 26. And the Man Ty (faquad) 
bowed down bis head, and Wine?! (Fiſbre- 
chu) worſhip the Lord, and fo again in 
rec I bowed my Head, and wor- 
ped the Lord, Exod, iv. 31. The People 


wp 12 — ) bowed Fark Heads, and 
5 ) worſhipped,” Exod. xii. 27. 
The People bowed the Han ar and wor 
Exod. xxxiv. 8. Moſes made haſte; and bow- 
ed his Head and wgrſhipped, 2 Chron. vii. 3. 
bey bowed Wa to the ground and 
« -wotthipped,” 2 Chron. Xxix. 29. The 
» King ——bowed themſelves and 
—_— and v. 30. They bowed their 
Heads and. worſhipped, 1 Fas viti. 6. 
„bey bowed. their tl and 
the Loxd,” Job i. 20. Then 7 fell 
don upon the ground and worſhipped.” = 
* — * XCV. 


; | FR 8] 

| .6, &c. In all theſe Paſſages it is plain the 
[il  Hithpahel Verb mnwn (Hiſhtachah) is uſed 
il to confine the meaning of the other Verbs that 
i go along with it to the ſolemn adi of Worſhip 
© || and Adoration of God. Vea, even in thoſe 
\} Places where it might ſeem that only a bodily 
. Proſtration was intended, it would be no great 
1 Force to interpret the Word in the ſame Senſe, 
1 as in the many Texts I have already quoted. 
| Thus Gen. xxiii. 7. it is ſaid, Abraham ſtood 
þ up, and bowed himſelf (\NMe?. 70. gege- 
| xuynos) to the People of the It can- 
not be ſaid indeed that Abraham worſhipped 
the People of the Land : But as he was a 
religious man, and was then Aa 
Confercnce with thoſe People about a burial- 
Place, the Cave of Machpelab (See what Mr. 
Helloway ſays upon this in his Vol. II. of Ox 1- 
GINALS) it is more than probable he would 
perform ſome ſolemn act of Worſhip to Je- 
HOVAH on ſuch an occaſion, eſpecially as it 
3s ſaid again in the 12th Verſe, that he bowed 
down cy 1395 Ne? (lepanat om) before or in 
preſence of the People. We read again, Gen. 
xliii. 26. that Joſepb's Brethren when they 
came before him M NNNC? ( Jiſptecbuu lu) bow- 
ed down to him, and v. 28. that © they bow- 
ed down their Heads, and 7:/btechuu, made 
** obeiſance.“ May it not be allowed that 
theſe actions, though done in preſence of Fo- - 

ſepb might be attended with ſome Expreſſion 
of worſhip: and adoration to Jenovan? _ 

| w 


—— _ 


[9] _ 
when in 1 Sam. xxiv. 8. we read that Das 
te did ſtooped with his Face to the Earth, 
te and (Fiſbrechu) bowed himſelf,” and in 1 
Sam. xxviii. 14. that Saul on ſeeing Samuel's 
Apparition come up, ſtooped with his Face to 
1 dee and ( Jiſbtechu) bowed himſelf.” 
In both theſe Caſes of Reverence and Sur- 
prize, it is eaſy to ſuppoſe that ſome kind of 
Adoration to God was intended. The Obey- 
ſance which Haman expected from Mordecai, 
and which Mordecai refuſed to give, Eftber . 
iii. 2, 5. was certainly of that Nature, as we 
read in Heathen Hiſtories, that the Perſan 
Kings were wont to receive Adoration or 
Worſhip, from their Subjects; and from the 
Accounts we have of Haman's Pride in this 
Book, it is plain, he claimed this extrava- 
gant Honour, and had obtained the King's 
Commandment for it. Had there been no- 
thing more in it, but a Piece of Complaiſance 
and Reſpect, or if the Word (Shachab) implied 
nothing more, why ſhould Mordecat have re- 
fuſed, eſpecially on the King's Order, to have 
paid this Reverence to Haman, any more than 
Abraham' refuſed it to the Children of Hetb, 
or Dauid to Saul, or Saul to Samuel's Appa- 
rition? But Maordecai knew ſuch Geſtures or 
Proſtrations were Expreſſions of divine Wor- 
ſhip and Adoration, and conſequently were 
not to be prophaned to the Gratification of 
any Man's fooliſh and blaſphemous Ambition. 


In all cheſe Places the 8 the 


Hebrew 


8 . | 
Hebrew Verb MANgN by Tporxuviw, and ah 
ninus by ApoRo, both which Verbs carry the 
ſame Idea with our Engliſß Verb, to wor- 

| ſhip, No doubt, to ſome People all this ma 
appear to be too far fetched, and too fry 
laboured. But when I affert that the true 
meaning of this Hebrew Verb uſed by Jacob 
in bleſſing his Son, is to worſhip, according 
to the common Idea of the word Worſhip, 
affirm no more than what St. Paul did 
before, who gives the very ſame Tranſlation of 
it that the Septuagint had done: Heb. xi. 21. 
he obſerves that gore bleſſed the Sons of 
ofepb, and w rey upon the Top of his 
N Our Tran r neon it, He _ 
ſhi (leaning) upon the Top of bis | 
2055 Gen. iel . from which St. Paul 
quoted it, our Bibles read, ae bowed 
* himſelf upon the Bed's Head,” a Variation 
which I do not mo know how to account 
| for, eſpecially as the Words in the $ int- 

Tranſlation, he in St. Paul's . art 

exactly and literally the ſame. Nay more, 
God Almighty again and again challenges to 

Himſelf the Action expreſſed by the Verb 

Hifttachah : As at the Delivery of the Second 
Commandment, Exod. xx, 3. Thou ſhalt 

not MANN (Ti/hrechavah) bow down to 

* them, nor ferve them.” And fo Deut. iv. 

4 19. Left thou ſhouldeſt be driven to wor- 

« ti them,” &c. See Deur. viil. 19. with 

| ſeveral other Paſſages to this Purpoſe. Proth 
| s | x 


| [ 11 ] | 
all which put together, it is that our bleſſed 
LoRD repulſes the Devil's Temptation by tell- 


ing bim, St. Matthew iv. 10. Thou ſhalt 


* worſhip the Lord thy God, and Him on- 
% iy ſhalt thou ſerve.” This therefore from 
the whole ſeems to be the primary and ra- 
dical meaning of the Verb under conſidera» 
tion, Men, Hiſhrachab, to denote that Act 
of the Body towards God, whethet by Pro- 
ſtration, Genuflexion, or any other reveren- 
tial Geſture, which the Greeks expreſs by 
Wporruvew, the Latins by ApoRo, and we 

by Wonxs fir. This ſeems too to have been 
a part of the Patriarchal Blefling, that Rleſ- 
ſing I mean, which was promiſed to the ſe- 
veral Patriarchal Succeſſions. Thus we find 
that when Jſaac bleſſes Jacob, Gen. xxvii. 29. 
he makes uſe of this very Expteſſion, Be 
* Lord over thy Brethren, and let thy 
* Mother's Sons bow down to thee,” &c. 
Yet this could not be ſaid to be literally ful- 
filled in Jacobs own Perſon, even taking the 
Word in a temporal Senſe, as it appeats not 
that Eſau and he had much connexion to- 
gether all their Life time. 80 neither here 
in applying to his Son Judab this Phraſe, which 
he had learned from his Father, as the Im- 
pulſe of the Spirit led him, can it be thought 
that Jacob meant theſe things of his Son Fu- 
dah in his own Perſon, or meant any thing 
of temporal Grandeur or Pre-eminence by 
them, but deſigned to look forward to the 
IIS W FEE 
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[12] 
| promiſed Seed, the One of Tudab's Poſterity, 
who was indeed to be praiſed, and bowed 
down to, or worſhipped by all Nations ; and. 
to whom under the denomination of Sh:/ob, 
he propheſies in the 1oth Verſe, that © the 
« gathering of the People ſhould be.” And 
ſo throughout the whole of the Blefling given 
to Judab, I have the ſame ground to think 
that his inſpired Father had ſamething higher 
and more ſublime in his Eye, than worldly 
Convenience, or outward Pomp and Dominion 
over his Brethren, The confideration of which 
was one thing that firſt induced me to ſuſ 
the Propriety of our Exgliſb Tranſlation of the 
10th Verſe: And all I have hitherto faid, is 
indeed only by way of Introduction to my 
main Deſign, as in all Defigns of this Nature, 
which go out of the common Road, there is 
a Neceſſity for paving the Way firſt, and 
even going back to ſome Diſtance for Method, 
as well as for Argument. | 
But I have yet another Objection againſt 
that Senſe of temporal Precedence and Supe- 
_ riority, which both the Septuagint and our 
Engliſh Tranſlation put upon the inſpired Pa- 
triarch's Words, and it is this, That to me 
it ſeems not to be altogether true in Fact. 
The Words Sceptre and Laugiver convey, the 
Idea of Authority and Power ; and Authority 
and Power are things that cannot be enjoyed 
by a whole Community, but muſt be confined 
to ſome One, or more choſen Perſons of the 


Community, 
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Community. And fo the Promiſe of a Scep=. 
tre and Lawgiver to Judab's Poſterity muſt. 
imply ſome Diſtinction of Honour and Pre- 
ferment by which that Tribe was to be exalt- 
ed above their Brethren. But now it may 
be aſked, In this Senſe of the Words, what. 
Diſtinction of temporal Honour was the Tribe 
of Judab favoured with above the other 
Tribes for more than 600 Years, between 
the Death of Jacob and the time of David? 
They had not the Bzrthright- Privileges con- 
ferred on them; for theſe, as we read 1 Chron. 
v. 1, 2. (which I may have occaſion to touch 
at afterwards) were given to Foſeph : Neither 
had they the Prigſtbond; for that was after- 
wards allotted to Levi. And as for the Share 
they got in the Diviſion of the Land of Ca- 
naan, it does not from the Scripture-hiſtory 
appear to have been ſo very much better than 
their Brethrens, as to anſwer the ſeemingly 
magnificent Expreſſions in Jacob's Predic- 
tion: Although I know ſome Commentators 
(as Lightfoot in his Chronica Temporum on 
Geneſ. xlix. and PooPs Annotations, &c. quoted 
by Stackhouſe in his Notes on the Place) ſeek 
no further for the Accompliſhment of it, than 
the great Plenty of Vines and Grapes in u- 
dah's Lot of the Land of Canaan ; which 
even though true and juſt, will not be found 
to come fully up to all that Jacob ſays: His 
ſpeaking much of Vines and of Wine, might 
raiſe that low carnal Notion in People's Minds: 


[ 14 ] 
But ſomething elſe muſt be the Meaning 
Sceptres and Laugivers. A Sceptte is a Badge 
of Royalty, to be weilded by none but 
Kings: Yet the firſt King, we read of among 
Haels Poſterity, came from Benjamin, and 
not from Judab. Even the Rulers and Go- 
vernors, whom they had amongſt them be- 
fore that Time, were not all of the Tribe f 
udah. Mosts their great Leader was fromm 
evi, and Joſhua his Succeſſor ſprung from 
Foſeph. Their ſubſequent Judges aroſe out 
of different Tribes according as the Spirit of 
that Theocracy, which they were under, did 
animate and impel them. Thus Ehud was of 
Benjamin; Barak of Napbtali; Gideon of 
Manaſſeb; Tola of Iſachar; Samſon of Dan; 
and only Ozhnie}, that we read of, from Ju- 
dah, In all this long Tract of Hiſtory, do we 
meet with any thing in Scripture, that looks 
like Diſtinction or Pre-eminence to 3 
ſuch Pre- eminence and Diſtinction as Sceptres 
and Lawgivers do denote? And if in thoſe 
Days the Tribe of Judab had looked upon 
their Anceſtor's Bleſſing in this Light, they 
might have naturally thou ht it was long de- 
layed, and that Jacob's Proghcey was like 
never to be accompliſhed. You will fay, It 
was literally accompliſhed, and that too in 
the moſt exalted Senſe of the Phraſe, when 
Davin of the Tribe of Judab, was raiſed 
to the Sovereignty, and reigned with ſo much 
Pomp over all the Tribes of 1/7gel. bed 
eee, e | _ how 
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[15] 
how long did this Pomp laſt? Not eighty 
Years, nl it loſt whe its Luſtre 15 8 
Grandſon Rehoboam ; when no leſs than ten 
Tribes of the twelve ſhook off the Yoke of 
the Tribe of Judab, and ſet up Sceptres and 
Lawgivers of their own, It lies not in my 
Way to ſay, whether this Separation was right 
of wo It is certain fuch a Separation there 
was, and at that time it may be ſaid, that 
if the Sceptre did not depart from TJudab, at 
leaſt its Splendor was much diminiſhed. Tt 
is true, Fudah continued a Kingdom, and 
had Kings of the Line of David from Father 
to Son for 400 Years more or fo, till both 
King and People of them were ſubdued by 
Nebuchadnezzar, and carried captive into Ba- 
bylon. Here ends the' Hiſtory of the Kings 
of Judab : This Title was now no more: 
Not that the Royal Family of David was ex- 
tin; but they never recovered the Poſſeſſion 
of their Right, and which is more, we do 
not read, that ever they laid claim to it. 
This, Sir, is the great Objection I have 
againſt the Prophecy as hitherto underſtood ; 
For taking it in that Senſe, Su1Lom or Mxs- 
SIAH muſt have, come before the Babyloniſh 
Captivity. And all that I have yet read to 


remove the force of this Objection, does not 


appear to be ſufficient for that Purpoſe. For 
tho* according to God's Promiſe by Jeremiab 
they were allowed (ſuch of them as choſe it) 
to return to their own Land after 70 Years, 


[ 16 ] 
and to rebuild their City and Temple; yet 
they never recovered - their former Indepen- 
dency, nor ever flouriſhed again, as a free and 
imperial Kingdom. The Perfian Kings in- 
deed, who favoured them, did indulge them 
in the Enjoyment of their Eccleſiaſtic Rites, 
Cuſtoms and Ceremonies: But for political 
Matters and ſecular Concerns, which conſtitute 
a State or Kingdom, theſe were managed by 
Governors, and thoſe Governors were appoint- 
ed by the Perfan, Græcian, and Roman Mo- 
narchies in their ſeveral Succeſſions. Their 
firſt Governor after their Reſtoration was Zo- 
robabel, who was indeed the Heir to the 
Crown, being the Grandſon of Jeconias, as 
St. Matthew tells us. But the Scripture. ne- 
ver gives him the Title of King: All he did 
among them, was by an expreſs Commiſſion 
from Cyrus, and a Commiſſion too that was 
limited to ſuch and ſuch things, as we may 
learn from the Execution of it recorded Ex- 
ra iii. and from the Rubs and Stops the eta 
met with from the Governors of the neigh- 
bouring Provinces, Exra Ch. iv. and v. Which 
would not have been ſo much the caſe, had 
either Zorobabel's Authority been abſolute, or 
his Power independent. Their two next Go- 
vernors Ezra and Nebemiab were likewile con- 
fined by the Decree. of Artaxerxes, (as it is 
to be ſeen in the Books of Ezra and Nebe- 
miab) to the repairing of the Temple, order- 
ing the Courſes of the Sacrifices, looking af- 

I ter 


— 


ter the ſacred Veſſels, and the like, without 
any Marks of regal Authority. At the Ex- 


piration of Nehemzah's Government, it is ge- 
nerally thought, the Old Teſtament Hiſto- 
ry ends. But from other Hiſtorians we are 
told of the Subjection which the Jeiſd Na- 
tion continued in to the Kings of Pera: 
And among other Inſtances of this, we have 
one in their own Hiſtorian Foſephus (which 
by the by appears to me an Argument againſt 
thoſe, both old and modern Writers, who 
make the Abaſuerus of Efther to have been 
Artaxerxes Mnemon. See what the Jeſuit Pe- 
rerius ſays on the Subject in the 11th Chap. 
of his Commentaries upon Daniel.) How 
Bagoſes, who was Governor of Syria under 
Artaxerxes Mnemon, having promiſed a Grant 
of the High-prieſthood to Jeſbua, Brother to 
Jobanan the High-Prieft in Poſſeſſion, and 
hearing that Johanan had ſlain Feſbug in the 
inner Court of the Temple, came to Feruſe- 
lem in great Wrath, and by his Authority, as 


| Governor, impos'd a heavy Fine on the Na- 


tion, which they continued to pay ſeven Years. 
Upon the Deſtruction of the Perfian Empire, 
the Jews did not recover their Royalty: T 
only changed Maſters, and loſt confiderably - 

too by the Change. Alexander the Great 
threatened them with great Severity for their 
conſcientiouſly refuſing to affiſt him againſt. 
their lawful Sovereign Darius. And the fa- 
mous Story of the „ Jaddua s com- 
* ing 


118 

ing out in his Pontificals to meet Alerander, 
and to avert the intended Stroke; beſides that 
it ſhews (what I am obſerving). the low State 
of Subjection to which they were then brought, 
inconſiſtent with the common Notion of Scep- 
tres and Sovereignty, is likewiſe a Sign that 
the High- prieſt was at that Time the Perſon 
of greateſt Authority and Diſtinction amongſt 
them. 80 likewiſe in all the Accounts we 
have of the Sepruagint Tranſlation from. Ari- 
fleas, Ariſtobulus, Phib, - Foſephus, &c, (whe- 
ther theſe Accounts be to. be 8 not) 
theſe Authors tell us, it was to the High: prieſt 
Elkazar, that King Ptolemy Philadelphus ſent 
tis Commiſſioners 1 famous Affair, 
which we cannot well think would have been 
the Caſe, had there been a King or Magiſtrate 
With regal Authority amongſt, them. TI 
ſubſequent Hiſtories, of the Egyptian and Sy- 
rian Kings, the grievous Oppreſſions and ty- 
rannical Impoſitions which the Jeus ſuffered 
under theſe. Princes, eſpecially under Antio- 

clui Epiphanes (who, ſeems to haye been pro- 

pheſied of by Daniel, Chap. xi.) and aboyc 
all the irregular Juccefſions of their High- 


prieſts according to th Caprice [ Covetoul-. 
nels of their N | M aſters. Ay boſe, . 
ſay, are a clear Demonſtration, that attheſe 
times at leaſt, there was not the {malleſt-Sha- 
dow of national Independency or Kipgly Title 
among them. It is true they recovere e 
S 
7068 


* 
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thing of this under the Protection, of 
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roes of the A/monzan Family, who are com- 
monly called ' Maccabees, and to whom it is 
thought the Pfalmiſt pointed, P/. Ixvii, 31. 

There ſhall come Plinces / 2 
moneim out 18 Epypt, a Theſe Men 
we read, 0 e pravely, in defence of 
their Liberties ially of their religious 
Lene and hep. having with much 
difficu 1 the better of their Enemies, 
one of their Line, Ariſtobulus, the Grandſon. 
of Simon, ho was Brother to the renowned 
Judas Matcabens, aſſumed the Title of King, 
being, 4 Pridkaux obſerves, the firſt that did 
ei That Land, ſince the Babyloniſh Capti-. 
But, belides that this Family was not 
55 t e "Tribe of udah, but of the Prieftly 
abt, arid"ſo of Tribe of Levi, their Title 
ig Was both confined and precarious, 

2 1 much at the Beck of Egypri- 
Van and Romans by turns. Yet allow- 
e utrhoſt Extent of Royalty to the Mac- 
wy Family, Rill the fame Queſtion recurs, 
wht had 52 1 of that Royalty, that Sceptre, 
and of Ge ther in Judah, Jas dat that long Inter- 
Years Tos the Babyloni/h Cap- 
85 1 the firſt Appearance of the Mac- 
cabess'® To folve b B Fecal, there are va- 
rious Plans laid down, And Oonjectures offer- 
ed. Some will have it "that i it was continued 
in 5 905 R's 555 becauſe the A- 
/dras (a Book, ſays Pri- 
With 1 55 abſurd 100 the 80 its Hemfeves) 
tells us, that Salathiet, Son to 5 became 
D 2 Prince 


and had ſome fort of Juriſdiction among that 


to Meſſiah under the Name of David, Exel. 
a Prince among them. Beſides, if this proves 
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Prince of the uus after him, and becauſe _ 
the canonical Ezra, Ezra i. 8. calls Zorobabel, 
Son of Salatbiel, the Prince (wan Honna- 

Jof Fudah. According]y, ſay they, this 
A was ſtill kept up, and for a great many 
Ages in the Parts about Babylon, there was al- 
ways one of the Houſe of David, who un- 
der the Name of the Head of the Captivity, 
was acknowledged and honoured as a Prince, 


People. This is indeed building a great deal 
upon a very little: For the Title of Na or 


Prince, which Ezra gives to Zorobabel, car- 


ried with it no Part of regal Authority above 


the other Tribes. Every Tribe had its o.] in 


Prince or Head, as we read Numbers vii. where 
the fame Word Ne, is made uſe of as in 
Ezra; ſo that nothing particular can be 
drawn from the Appellation of Naß being 
given to Zorobabel, or perhaps even to his 
Deſcendants, whom we read of, St. Matth. i. 
and St. Lale ili. as we find this Title given 


XXxIiVv. 24. And my Servant DaviD Nap, 


any thing, it. oves too much, at leaſt againſt 


Cbriſtians: For, as we read in many Hiſto- 
rians, the Jews to this very Day 


l pretend to ſuch 
a Na or Head of the Captivity among them; 
and Lam afraid, for all that has been ſaid to dil. 
prove their Pretence, with as much Reaſon, 


"ON upon as ſolid a * as they had 40 


* 
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make the Claim at the Babylonio Captivity, 
For fear therefore of the Conſequence of this 
(which is plain againſt the Meſſiab's being al- 
ready come) others have recourſe to the Fe- 
i/þ Sanhedrim, and think they ſee the Autho- 
rity and Power ſignified by Zacob's Law-giver, 

ſtill preſerved in that venerable Aſſembly, while 
the Ward Sceptre, as we commonly. under- 
ſtand, it, is applicable to this Aſſembly. But 
then, to reconcile their Interpretation to the 
Prophecy, they turn the Hebrew | copulative. 
Conjunction J Vs, which ſignifies, and, into 
a disjunctive one, and inſtead of a Sceptre 
and Lawgiver, they read it, A Sceptre, ar at 
leaſt a Lawgiver, Sc. See Prideaux, Lightfoot, 
Stackbouſe, Robertſon's Lexicon, &c. At this rate 
it were eaſy to make guid ex quo, to prove any 
thing from any thing, But not to enter into the 
Diſcuſſion of this grammatical Diſcovery, even 
the Invention of the Sanbedrim does not mend 
the Matter much, unleſs. it could be inconteſta- 
bly proved, that there was ſuch a Court from 
the time of the Babylons/b Captivity, and that 
it was 4 ſupreme Court of Judicature to all the 
Jeuiſb Nation, which is a thing, I am perſuad- 
ed, cannot be done. The Hiſtories of Ezra and 
Nebeniab (peak nothing of ſuch a Court; the 
Jewiſd Writers themſelves, Philo and Foſe+ 
phus, never make mention of it in the early 
times after the Captivity z and indeed from the 
Silence of the canonical Books, and from * 
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is to be met with concerning it in later Hiſto- 
runs, it is probable, nay I may ſay, it is certain, 
this Court was begun, if not by we Mace. 
bees, at leaſt not long before them. Yet ſo 
fond are ſome Commentators of this Solution, Q 
which the Sanbedrim affords them, that 
peremptorily affirm Jacob's Prophecy was ful. 
ly and literally accom — when Herod'(who' 
in Hiftory1s called the Great ) deſtroyed that” 
Court, 0 for a while put an end to their 
Authority. You xxow;'Sir, this Era of He- 
red's Accefſion to, or Uſurpation of che Jr. 
7/bþ Kingdom, is the Ara hitherto uni- 
Iy fixed for the Sceprre's departing from , 
dab, and a Lawgiver from between Rerect, S. 
And according to the different Uſe that differ. 
ent Interpreters want to make of Heruds Name 
for ſaſtifying their reſpecti tations, 


ive 1 
ſo we have different Accounts of his L 
and Pedigree. Sometimes we are told tfat 
his Father was à Heathen, Son to one Herd: 
who was Sexton of the Temple of Apolb at 
Afohelon; and therefore that when a Foreigner, 
and ſuch a Foreigner too came to be Kg o 
the Few, it was a Sign chat the Sreptre was 
departed from Fudab indeed. But there is one 
thing that pinches chis retation much, 
and it is this, that Herod wus King more than : 
thirty Years before Currsr was Born, and ſo 
the Sceptre was all that time departed from 
 Fudab, &c. before 8nILo came, conttaty to 
the poſitive and Ie Words of the Prophe- 
cy. 


1 
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cy. The Sceptre ſhall nor depart from Ju- 
dab, &c, till Shi come. Others therefore 
chuſe rather to hold by another account of 
Herad's Genealogy, * have from his 
own 2 Nicholas Damaſcenus, that he 
was deſcended of one of the princi 
Families that returned from Babylon — 
to allow with Fo/epbus, that he was by Birth an 
Lumean, but by Religion a Jeu, was a Pro- 
ſelyte and circumciſed, and further that b 
his marrying Mariamne, who was of the Roy- 
al Race of the Maccabees, both by Father and 
Mother, he acquired ſome ſort 'of Title to 
the Crown. Thus we ſee Herod is Arangay 
diſtorted and moulded into various Shapes to We 
ſerys different turns, (and though, bis Reign. 
e called ſuch, and not rather a ſort 
of, V ca oRſNg or Lieutenancy under che then 
prevailing great Men of Rome; Antony and 
yr 5 as his Hiſtory would inſinuate) ſeems 
to be the fitteſt time for removing the Few/b 
Sceptre; yet chere gocur: ObjcQions.and Diffi- 
culties not 0 10, be got over. In. ſhore, the 
Prophecy, in this ſenſe; appears confuſed, and 
obſcure, . vague, and. undetermined,” and it is 
Rot but adbering ſo ſtiffly to che No- 
tion of temporal Power and Sovereignty, that 
has, produced all theſe, Confuſions and Ob- 
ſcurities. Certain it is, as+ certain as any 
thing can be from Hiſtory, that after the 
Babylomfh. Captivity, the Poſterity of Fu- 
dab,\ or People of the Feu, became a Pro- 
vince to, and were 1 as ſuch under 
| the 


b a4. as 5 
— — — —— — — E A n 2 a 
A — Ms br mrs or rg — _—_ <a"; E — 
* WY — W ES TIO * 4 9 ” N 1 - 4 f 
„ Gon. << ” N 4 - e L * " a E N 0 a 
A — oy 4 . 222 — 0 
— — — 


den Nation, while they 


_ fined An Ariſtocracy, with a Deputy or Vice- 


lies; and they 
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the ſeveral Nations that contended for the 


Empire of the Univerſe. And when Mr. Sracł- 


houſe in his Hiſtory of the Bible, Book VII. 


Ch. iii. fays, that the Form of the Fewiſh 


State in thoſe Times was an Ariſtocracy with 


the High-prieſt at the Head of it, he is forced 
to add, « ſometimes under the King of E- 
«« gypt, ſometimes under the King of Syria.“ 
This repreſents it to be an odd kind of mon- 


_ © rel thing, an Ariſtocracy with one Head un- 
der another Head. But it can no more be 


ſaid that they had Rulers or Lawgivers ot their 
were thus governed, 
than it can be ſaid at this day, that the 1r;/b 
Nation (for inſtance) is governed by a King 
or Ruler of one of their old Clans or Tribes, 
though the Form of their State may be de- 


Toy at the Head of it, under the King of 
Ereat. Britain, as Stackboufe defines the Jew- 
. And all the time between the Captivity 
and CHRIST, it may a be faid, that the 
— was departed from Judab, and even 
from between his Feet, as it can 
de ſaid at chis day, of the People of Ireland. 
that ſince the time of Queen Elizabeth (who 


finiſhed the Reduction of that Kingdom) the 


ed from their old Royal Fatni- 
no more have Lawgivers, but 
according to the Appointment of their Con- 
and Maſters. Indeed the cue them- 


querors 
2 ſeem to have in our SAvIOUR's "ho 
lo 


Sceptre 1s 
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loſt the Notion of a Kingly Succeſſion: in the 
Tribe . This we may gather from 
the Surprize at the Birth of Cars, 
under the Title of King of the Jeus, from the 
fooliſh Fear they had of diſobliging Cæſar (not 
Herod) by admitting that Title in any other 
Perſon, St. Jobn xix. 12-15; and from the 
ſtion which his Apoſtles (who, no doubt, 

the Voice of the Country) put to him 
beſore his Aſcenſion, Acts i. 6. Wilt thou 
at this time (anoxaliavu; TW Baridaies) 
"via the Kingdom to 1rae/?” ' 

I might even further obſerve, that Royalty 
and Kipgly: Power does not ſeem to be the 
Intendment of Jauenbò's Words, from that Pre- 
cept which God gives the People of 1 al, 
Deuter. xvii. 15.—*® One from among thy 
< Brethret ſhalt thou ſet King over thee, 
* thou" mayeſt not ſet a Stranger over thee, 
do is not thy Brother. For if the Spirit 
of God, by the Mouth of Jour had fo long 
before affixed the of Roy- 
alty to the Tribe of Nd till ſuch a Time; 
if this, I day, be the rt of the Words, 
why does Cod now forbid them to do a thing, 
which by an abſolute Determination of his 
Will could not be done? Or if in Violation 
of this Precept (as they did violate of 
the divine Precepts) the ¶Mraelites on their ſet- 
tling in Canaan tixd-ehoſen a Stranger, an A. 
morite, or Edomite, or ſo, to be their King, and 


\Þ by luc « Choke te Spore de, e 


. 
ed from Judab, &c. was God obliged imme- 
diately to ſend SnILon, as Jacob had fore- 
told? When God is pleaſed to make con- 
ditional Promiſes, ſuch as of Pardon upon 
Repentance, Happineſs upon Obedience, &c. 
He frequently exhorts, commands, urges us 
to the Performance of the Condition, that ſo 
we may obtain the Promiſe. But in abſolute 
and irreverſible Promiſes, where there is no 
Condition required of us, and where we are 
no Way concerned as Actors, as there are 
many ſuch to be found in Scripture, the Will 
of God will be fulfilled, whatever Man does, 
either contrary, or according to it. So here, 
Gen, xlix. 10. is an abſolute Promiſe, that 
till Sy1Lom come, the ſhould not de- 
part from Judah, &c. i. e. according to that 
Senſe, a Stranger ſhould not reign over Ju- 
dab, till ſuch a Period. This was irreverfibly 
ſecuring the Royal Dignity in that Family, 
and making it impoſſible to confer it on a 
Stranger, at leaſt till ſuch a Time. Yet in 
Deuteronomy, God again forbids what -the 
People knew he had already put out of their 
Power to do, and this may appear (what is 
unworthy of divine Wiſdom) in a great mea- 
ſure needleſs. I ſhall not infiſt further u 
this: You may think, no doubt, there is little 
in it, but I think it ſuch a Difficulty upon 
the common Interpretation, as may at leaſt 
plead an Excuſe for ſeeking, out another, if 
any other be to be had. And 1 * 

| * 
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have been at ſo much Pains, and (perhaps, you 
will ay) multiplied ſo many Words, if it were 
not that I cannot allow myſelf to depart out of 
the common Road of Uſe and Cuſtom in Mat- 
ters of ſuch Moment, as Explanation of Scrip- 
ture-Texts, without having firſt duly and de- 
liberately inquired into the Nature of ſuch 
commonly received Explanations, and being 
willing to ſatisfy thoſe, who think it worth 
their while to aſk what Reaſons I had for de- 
parting from them. You ſee what Reaſons I 
thought I had for ſo doing; becauſe from the 
whole of the Context, it ſeemed the inſpired - 
Patriarch had ſomething higher in his Eye, 
than a Promiſe of temporal Gtandeur and So- 
vereignty to his Son Judab; and becauſe I 
found that his Words, if taken in that Light, 

uced ſuch Confuſions and Intricacies as 
all the Solutions I had ſeen could not altoge- 


ther extricate us. 


No doubt it will raiſe ſome wonder how 
ſuch an Interpretation ſhould have been fo 
antient and univerſal. I can only guels at 
this, and ſhall give you my Conjectures, ſuch 
as they are, about it. The oldeſt Tranſlation 
of the Bible that is extant, or perhaps ever 
was made, is that which is commonly called 
The Septuagint, becauſe, as the Story goes, it 
was done by 70 or 72 Elders of the Fews, 
at the Deſire of Ptolemy Philadeſphus King of 
Egypt, who wanted to have the Scriptures of 
the Jewiiſb Law rendered into Greet, and 

g * E 2 ng depo- 
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Strains, have obſerved 13 Paſſages, to w 
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ſited in the Library he was found- 
E 1 this will fix the 
Date of it to near 300 Years before CHRIST. 


Whether we are to give Credit to all the 


pompous and ſeemingly fabulous Accounts 
concerning it, or not, this is certain, that 
there was a Greek Tranſlation of the Old Te- 
ſtament in vogue before our Saviour's Time, 
and that for a long Time after it continued to 
be in much Repute: Yea, even in ſuch Re- 
pute with ſome, that they it before 


the Original Hebrew, and thought the He- 


brew was to be corrected by it. One thing 
is plain, that in many Places the Septuagint 
differs widely from the Hebrew, and even 
thoſe Writers who date this Tranſlation un- 
der Philadelphus, and ſpeak of it in moſt _ 
they own theſe Tranſlators have given Turns 
of their own, for Fear of offending that 
Prince. And indeed, it ſeems now to be 
the general Opinion among the Learned, that 
it was with no Deſign that this Verſion 
was ſet about the Jews. They found, 
that, as after Mexander's Conqueſts, the Greek 
Language was like to ——. univerſal, their 
Scriptures, which had been long confined a- 

mong themſelves, would probably ſteal into 
the World ſome how or other, by a Greek 
Conveyance, and diſcover the Myſteries of 
their Religion, which they had always had a 
n ee 9. Therefore 
to 


[29] 
to guard againſt as much of the bad Conſe- 
quence of this as they could, they took Care 
to compile and publiſh this, which goes under 
the Name of The Septuagint. Hence p 
the various Tranſlations they give of the fame 
Word in different Places (as we ſhall have 
Occaſion to ſee afterwards) and the learned 
Dr. Lightfo2t, in his Diſſertations about the 
Septuagint, has favoured the World with a 
long Liſt of Spbalmata and Errors to be found 
in it. This Prophecy now under Examina- 
tion, is not the only beautiful Paſſage which 
they have diſguiſed and thrown into Confu- 
ſion. It is eaſy to diſcover Numbers more 
that have met with the ſame Misfortune un- 
der their Hands. And if there be any Foun- 
dation for what Tertullian, Epiphanius, Fe- 
rom, Chry/oftom, Tbeopbylact, &c. maintain (as 
I doubt not but there may, though it be diſ- 
by Prideaux and others) that the Er- 
ror of the Herodians ſpoken of in the Goſ- 
pels was, That they believed Herod to be 
the Mzss1Aan, it is very poſſible this might 
be owing to the Septuagint Tranſlation of Ja- 
cob's Prophecy; eſpecially conſidering the ob- 
ſcure Turn they give to the Word d (Sn1- 
Lon) rendring it rd @voxeipere ava, the things 
laid up for him, or as ſome Editions have it, 
dr, He for whom it is laid up, ei- 
ther of which Expreſſions might, by detign- 
ing Flatterers, be applied to any potent Prince 
whatever. I know it will be ſaid in Defence 


of 
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of the Septuagint, that our SAvIouR and his 
Apoſtles quote the Bible according to it, and 
that therefore it ought to be treated with 
more Deference and Reſpect. This indeed 
confirms the Places quoted, but does not prove 
the whole of it to be infallible, nor correct 
any of the Faults or Defects that may be in 
it. St. Paul, we know, quotes ſome of the 
Heathen Poets, Epi menides, Menander and A- 

ratus, and uſes theſe Quotations by Way of 
Argumentum ad Homi nem, but does not there- 
by juſtify and eſtabliſh all the Tenets con- 
tained in them. Our own Tranſlators them- 
ſelves do not think this Obſervation from our 
Saviour's c. Practice concluſive, ſince in that 
Paſſage before mentioned, Gen. xlvii. 3 1. they 
have rendered it · Iſtacl bowed himſelf upon 
te the Bed's Head,” tho St. Paul, Heb. xi. 2 1. in 
quoting it, has literally followed the Septuagint, 
une £76 TO Gxpov TT; g avjou, Which 
they there render, He —— pped (leaning) 
upon the Top of his Staff.“ In theſe Places 
therefore, which the New Teſtament Writers 
take from the Septuagint, we may upon ſuch 
Authority pronounce the Septuagint in the 
right. But where that is not the Caſe, as 
in the Inſtance now before us, we are left at 
Liberty to receive or rejeci the Septuagint, as 
upon Examination. and Compariſon we fee it 
deſerves. 

And now, Sir, after this long Introduction, 

which 1 thought __ neceſſary, and will, I 


hope, 
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hope, at leaſt appear methodical, I am, at 
laſt, come to the main Point in Hand, to 

ſhew what, upon Inquiry, ſeems to me to be 
the natural and true Meaning of this ſublime 
and noble Prediction. I ſhall lay down this 
firſt of all, by Way of Axiom, that the prin- 
cipal Deſign is to make a Promiſe of the 
MEss1AH, which is by all, by Fews, as well 
as by Chriſtians, acknowledged to be the In- 
tendment of, Till Sumon come. Beſides this, 
it contains a Promiſe of ſomething relative to | 
Judab, ſomething which the reſt of the Tribes 
were to enjoy for a Time, but. not fo long as 
Fudab : And in this was 7udab's Pre-eminence 
above the reſt to conſiſt. Now what this was is 
the Queſtion, and the only Way to reſolve this 
Queſtion, is by ſeeking to diſcover the primary 
and radical Senſe of the two chief Words in 
the Text, which we read Sceptre and Law- 
giver. Jacob ſays, © The bar Sbeberb, ſhall - 
% not depart from Judab, nor Po, Me- 
« bokkak, from between his Feet, till Su- 
* LoH come, Cc. | 
I. The firſt of theſe Words, Ww, Shebeth, 
is by the Septuagint, in this Place, rendered 
"Apxwv, a Ruler, and by our Tranſlators, The 
Sceptre. It is what Grammarians call a radi- 
cal Noun, and the Lexicons tell us its pri- 
mary and leading Idea, is Virga, baculus, a 
Rod, Staff, &c. but for the moſt Part, in Scrip- 
ture, it is uſed in a metaphorical” Senſe, to 
 bignify the Services to which a Rod or Staff 
is 
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is put. Thus, B/ xxiii. 4. Thou art with 
me, Jaw, Shibthecha, thy Rod and thy Staff 
comfort me. Here it conveys the Idea of 
feeding, __ for, Cc. Sometimes it carries 

the Idea of Oppreſſion, as P/, cxxv. 3. The 
Rod of the Wicked, or of Wickedneſs, ſhall 
nor reſt upon the Lot of the Righteous. At 
other Times it fignifies Numbering, as Levit. 
xxvii. 32. Of whatſoever paſſeth under the 
Rod, the Tenth ſhall be holy to the Lord, 
Under all theſe various Applications, the Word 
ftill retains the Tdea in general of a Rod, and 
it is only the Context and Connexion that 
can determine what particular Senſe to affix 
to the general Idea. Hence it is that we 
find it tranſlated ſometimes Rod, ſometimes 
Sceptre, ſometimes Spear, 2 Sam. xvill. 14. 
Yea, we even find it rendered a Pen, Jud ; 
v. 14. Out of Zebulon, they that hand 

en Beſbebeth, the Pen of the Writer.” The 
Reaſon of this Variety is not that the Word 
has properly all theſe various Significations in 
itſelf, for this would be contrary to the Sim- 
plicity of the Hebrew Language, which ſeldom 
or never expreſſes more than one Idea by a 
Word. But as a Rod conveys the Idea of an 
Inſtrument, and as the Idea of Inſtrument 
may be differently applied, this has occaſion- 
ed the various Rendrings of a Word, which, 
lice other Hebrew Words, is ſimple and one 
in itſelf, Perhaps I might ſay, it would have 
prevented a good deal of Confufion 'to * 
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all along adhered to one In tion, and 
in all the Places where Shebeth is met with, 
to have given it its true and firſt Meaning, a 
Rod. For as to theſe different Senſes, I have 
faid, are put upon it, theſe ſeveral Words, 
when taken materially without a Metaphor, 
have other Words by which they are expreſ- 
ſed in Hebrew. Thus for a Pen we find 
the proper Word is dy, Otb, as in P,. xlv. 
2. Jerem. viii. 8. and xvit. 1. Of a mate- 
rial Sceptre, I think, we never read in Scrip- 
ture, but in the Book of Efther, v. 2. and 
viii. 4. and there the Hebrew Word is Y, 
Sharbith, not Shebeth. Yea even for a ma- 
terial Rod in general, the proper Word ſeems 
to be not Shebeth, but dd, Matha. - Thus 
0 gh Staff, Gen, xxxviii. 18. and Jacob's 

taff on which St. Paul ſays he worſhip- 
ped, Gen. xlvii. 31, and Mofes's Wonder- 
working Rod, Exod. iv. 2. and Aaron's Bloſ- 
ſoming Rod, Numb. xvii. and Fonathan's Rod, 
1 Sam. xiv. 27. are all called Matha : Yea, 4 
and we often find Matha and Shebeth uſed both 
in the ſame Verſe, as in Iſai. ix. 4:: x. £1 
I 155: : XXviii. 27. Ezek. xxix. 11. 14, Cc. B 

all the metaphorical Ideas affixed to our 

Word Shebeth, Toa is none more common 
in Scripture, than that of Tribe. No farther 
down than the 16th Verſe of this xlixth Chap. 
of Geneſis we meet with it, “ Dan ſhall 
judge his People, as one of the M, Shib- 
Ky "0; Tribes of Iſrael,” and in the 28th 
F Verſe, 
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Verſe, All theſe are the twelve Tribes of 
Iſrael. Trow de, Shebeth Fugah, is a 
known Expreſſion for the Tribe of Judub > 
and I have not found any other Word for 
Tribe up and down the Bible; but either Sbe- 
beth, or the other Word, which ſignifies a 
Rod, Matha, And it is only by a Metaphor, 
that cither of them can have this Significa- 
tion; and this Metaphor, I donbt not, has 
been firſt taken from the Hiſtory of the twelve 
Rods, for the twelve Tribes recorded Numb. 
xv. It cannot but a ſtrange, there» 
fore, how the Septuagint, in their Tranſlation 
(which in this Particular has ſet a to 
moſt ſubſequent ones) ſhould have loſt Sight 
of che moſt common and frequent Idea of 
the Word Sbebetb, in the Place under Conſi- 
deration, and inſtead of that ſhould have 
taken up with the rareſt and moſt diſtant of 
all its horical Senſes. Since indeed it 
cannot be ſaid there was any thing in the 
Context or Connexion, that could lead them 
ſo much afide, and determine them to chuſe 
a Word of Power and Authority (as Aru 
is) to expreſs Shebeth by. Conſidering too 
that in ſome Places, where our T tion 
reads Sceptre, the Septuagint has rendered She- 
beth, (and perhaps with as much Propriety) 
by vay, which fignifies Tribe, as in Ezek. 
xix. 11. 14. and in Amos i. 5. 8. Indeed, 
where the Context clearly determines the 
Senſe, Tranſlators may then ſafely make * 

A | 0 
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of the Word that bears ſuch a Senſe. As 


(among many other Inſtances) in Eſalm xlv. 6. 
(Sbebeib nn/hor ſhebeth- malcothecha ) ly 
tbe Rd of thy Kimecin, &c. Here the men- 
tioning of Kingdom determines the Idea of 
Shebeth in this Place, and naturally leads to 
the Word Sceptre, as the true Tranſlation: 
But where the Context is, as we might ſay, 


looſe and indeterminate, it requires particu- 


Words and it were better to give 
the Idea of ſuch Words, and leave 
them to be applied and underſtood by every 
Reader, as ſhall ſeem moſt juſt. Thus in 
Numb. xxiv. 17. we read,” © A Star ſhall 

< come out of Jacob, and a Sceptre ſhall 
< riſe out of rael, &c.” It is here the ſame 
Word we are ſpeaking of, Shebeth, and to 
have kept to its Interpretation, A 
Rod ſhall riſe out of Iſae},” would have 
anſwered the Purpoſe as well, and made ever 
whit as Senſe, as either the Englz/h 
Tranſlation, Sceptre, or as the Septuagint have 
rendered it A»9gown@-, a Man. The fame is to 
be faid of the Phraſe we are upon, The Se- 
* beth thall not from Fudab: ** It was 
eaſy; one would have thought, to have looked 
no farther than the common and radical Mean- 
— — — 

| (as every ſuch rendring 1s 
an Explieation than a Tranſlation) there was 


F 2 | a me- 


* 


where the Hebrew is, JMI7D B02) M095 νf0e] 


lar Attention to tranſlate fuch metaphoneal == 


36 
a metaphorical Meaning at hand to have fixed 
upon, and one too fully as applicable to the 
Context, and by far more frequently made uſe 
of in Scripture, and that was, as I have al- 
ready, obſerved, to have rendered it Tribe: 
The Tribe (or Tr:ibeſhip) ſhall not depart from 
Judab. I know many great Names beſides 
our Tranſlators, and ſome too for whom (as 
for our Tranſlators) I have a particular Vene- 
ration, do adhere to the common Tranſlation, 
Sceptre : But in what I have offered I' am 
not ſingular. The Lexicons obſerve upon the 
Word bv, that it may be rendered, Non de- 
fiftet Tribus a Fudab, The Tribeſbip ſhall not 
fail from Judab, i. e. Fudahb ſhall not ceaſe 
to be a Tribe. And though they do not ap- 
prove this Way of rendering the Phraſe (be- 
cauſc indeed the Sepruagint, and the three Tar- 
gums, and the Talmudiſis, theſe Enemies to 
Chriſtianity ſay otherwiſe) yet all the Rea- 
ſon I find them give for rejecting it, is found- 
ed upon a grammatical Nicety about the Pre- 
poſition 9, Me, from, (Aijebuda, from Ju- 
dab) which, yet, could be very eaſily recon- 
ciled to the Laws of Diction, if there were 
any Neceflity for it. Not only fo, but even 
in the ſeveral Paſſages of holy Writ, where 
we meet with the Word Shebeth, I think 1 
could adjuſt this Tranſlation to moſt, if not 
to all of them, if 1 were not afraid of dip- 
ping too far into the tedious Depths of Criti- 
iſm, which, perhaps, you will ſay, I have done 
2 | too 
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too much already. All I ſhall at this time ſay 
| farther upon the Subject is, that this rendering 
is as natural to the Word itſelf, and as recon- 
cileable to the Context, and to the grand De- 
ſign of the Prophecy F might ſay it is much 


more ſo) as any other of the metaphorical 
Acceptations of Shebeth; and eſpecially as this 
of "Apxwv, or Sceptre, which indeed is the 
rareſt and moſt forced of them all. But be- 
fore I proceed to-ſhew how this holds true 1 
Fact, I ſhall 
II. Take Notice of the other chief Word, 
on which the Streſs of the Prophecy ſeems 
to be laid, Mehokkak, which the 70 
have rendered 'HyouwerG®,, and our Tran- 
flators, Lawgiver, This is a moſt beautiful 
Word indeed, and conveys a noble Idea, for 
which Reaſon I muſt beg Leave to'' beſtow 
ſome Pains about it, and trace it to its Ori- 
ginal. It is a derived Word, and may be 
(according to the Grammars) a Participle Pi- 
bel, as they call it, or more properly indeed, 
an Heemantic Noun, from the Root ph, Hak, 
or in the Duplicate Form Hatal, which 
the Lexicons tell us, ſignities incidit, inſculp- 
fit, &c. i. e. to decypher, grave, pourtray, &c. 
the ſame which the Greeks expreſs by their 
Verb run, to typify. Mr. Holloway from 
this Hebrew Root Hak, derives the Greek 
Elxan, an Image, Reſemblance, Fe. and poſ- 
ſibly (I think) may come from it too, the 
Latin Pronoun, which demonſtrates or points 
1 out, 
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out, Hic, hac, hoe, This. This is the Signi- 
fication of the Verb in Scripture. So Jai. 
XXii. 16. 5 PN, Halti , who 
an Habitation in the Rock. 80 — 
wiſe Jai. xlix. 16. I have graven thee 

Hakothicha, upon the Palms of my 
ES iv. I. „ Take 2 Tile, — 
, Hakuth, pourtray upon it the City, ah 
Ge. And again, Ezek. xxiii. 14. The I- 
mages of the Chaldeans, , Hakim, 
* —— with Vermilion.” Y Beſides ma- 
ny other Places in which this is found to be 
its principal Signification. - Accordingly the 
verbal Noun P Hak, in the Plural 
Hakim, Maſc. Hakoth, Fem. moſt 
carry in it this 1 of its original 
Root; although indeed by our Tranſlators it 
is almoſt always rendered STATUTEs. But 
our Idea of the Word Statute comes not up 
to the full Meaning of the Hebrew Hak. By 
Statute we underſtand a Law, Ap- 
pointment, Decree, &c. for which the He- 
brew Lan has other Words, as rd, 
Hak, 
is a Word of ſacred made 
uſe of in Matters of Religion and divine Wor- 
'p. Such and ſuch a thing ſhall de p. 
S559, Halasb leenolam, a Statute for ever, 
is an Expreſſion to be met with rds of 
twenty Times in the Levitical Hiſtory. See the . 
following Places, Exod. xii. 14, 24, 43: 


XV. 25: 7 Xvi. 21 2 ; Xxviit, 43 :: xxix. 28. 
; Levit. 


Mitzvab, Yn, Torub, &c. But 
and 
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Tevit. iii. 19%: vi. 18 :; vil. 341: x. :: xvi. 2825 
xvii. 7, Cc. From ſuch a frequent Repeti- 
tion of the Phraſe, it would appear to be a 
Phraſe that ſignified a great deal more by far, 
I perſuade myſelf, than is commonly thought. 
I ſhall not enter into a ſtrict Diſquiſition upon 
the Meaning of the Word, Sy, legnilam, 
for ever, though I find that from this Expreſ- 
ſion, the Jews would endeavour to infer the 
Perpetuity of the Moſaic Diſpenſation; and 
our Commentators are at much Pains in ex- 
ining the Word, to evade this Inference. 
read not only of a Statute for ever, but 
likewiſe of a Covenant for ever, c ry, 
Berith legnolam. See Gen. ix. 16:: xvii. 7, 1 
Sc. And of a Prieſthood for ever, an 
8 Gobeneth legnelam, Exod. xl. 1 5. Numb. 
XXv. 13, Gr. This Word SW, Gnolam, cor- 
reſponds with the Greet Word uſed in the 
New Teſtament,” Alon Avum, which many In- 
terpreters obſerve, is chiefly ſpoken of -CurIsT, 
and the Times of the Goſpel. May not the 
Hebrew Word be applicable to this too; and 
thoſe Paſſages I have quoted, may it not be 
umed, that they point forward to the 
$SIAH ? But J only hint at this, and hall 
confine myſelf to the Word p, Hat, which, I 
ſay, our Tranſlators always in all thoſe Placos 
render, A Statute for ever. If we would know 
the true and full Purport of this ſo remark- 
able and much · made- uſe- of Expreſſion, Ithink 
cannot recommend to a better Maſter for In- 
0 ſtruction. 
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ſtruction in this Point than to St. Paul, and hs 
tells us, theſe things were Shadows, Patterns, 
&c. Let any Perſon read the whole of his E- 
piſtle to the Hebrews (beſides other Paſſages 
in his other Writings) and compare what is 
found there with the ſeveral Places in the Levi- 
tical Hiſtory, where this Phraſe, A Statute for 
ever, is to be met with, and the true Mean- 
ing of the Phraſe will then appear. All thoſe 
things of the Jeuiſb Law there ſpoken. of, 
the Paſchal Lamb, Aaron's Prieſthood and 
Privileges, the Sabbatical Year, the Promiſed 
Land, Cc. were Types appointed 

fn, Hakim, to be Emblems, Exhibitions, 
8 &c. of good things, of a Mxs- 
san; and of good things to us, by Him. 
This comprehends under it a vaſt deal more 
than is implied in the common Idea of our 
Engliſh Word Statute, and ſhews that the 
proper and radical Senſe of the Word, we are 
enquiring into is, a Type, a facred Symbol, 
ſomething that ſpecially belongs to the Oeco- 
nom of Religion. This appears from ex- 
amining and comparing with one another the 
many Paſlages where the Word occurs: And 
ſundry Paſlages there are, of which, without 
taking this to be the Meaning of the Word, 
we cannot conceive the full Beauty and Senſe, 
and of which this Idea will eaſily lead us 
into a better Conception. Thus Levi. xviii. 
30. we read, Therefore ſhall ye keep my 
2 | Ordinance, that ye commit not 1 

ce e 
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* theſe abominable Cuſtoms,” &c. The O- 
riginal is M pf Muy, Gnaſuth me- 
hokoth bethvoboth, literally, to make abomina- 
ble Pourtraitures, Sc. I take the Word here 


upp, Mehototh, to be Heemantic, and con- 

ſequently to be governed in the Accuſative by 
the Verb Ny, Gnaſuth, which properly fig- 
nifies (not agere to do or commit, but) fa- 
cere, to make, as an Artiſt: Though I ſee 
that the interlineary Verſion of Arias Monta- 


\ 


nus, following the Septuagint, looks upon the 


initial ©, to be the Prepoſition from, or of, 


And my Reaſon for this Conſtruction is, be- 
cauſe I find the Word uſed in this Form, 
and to the fame Purpoſe in Exel. xxili. 14. 
She increaſed her Whoredoms, for when ſhe 
ſaw r Wie, usb mebokab, © Men 
“ pourtrayed,” Oc, i. e. the Images of Men, 
idolatrous Pictures, &c. as it is illuſtrated in 
what follows, the Images of the Chaldeans 
pourtrayed with Vermilion, And what theſe 
Images were, and for what End ſet up, we 
may gather from the Prophet Amos, Amos. v. 
26. as quoted St. Stephen, Acts vii. 43. 
W ke wc the Taben acle of 2 


« and Chiun, yout Images, which ye made 


* to yourſelves,” as St. Stephen adds, to wor- 
ſhip them. The Hebrew Word for Images, 
, Tzalmi, which in Ezekiel. the Septua- 
gint render "Emovas, (a Derivative, as we have 
ſeen, from our Word pn, Hat) in Amos they 
render Tyres, and ſo does St. Stephen after 

5 „ them. 
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them, The Word Tzalm: therefore, which 


is thus rendered rr, Types, is deſcriptive of 


what went before in Ezek. xxiti. 14. the 4- 
noſhi mebokah, the Men pourtrayed, Ic. Such 
Pourtraitures were cuſtomary among the Hea- 
thens; and from them the Fews learned the 
Art too: To ſuch a Degree of Infatuari 

indeed, that many of them, even ſome ol 
their Kings, had ſuch Marks ſtamped on their 
very Bodies: As is recorded to the laſting Dif- 
grace of Jeboiatim, 2 Chron. xxxvi. g. The 
Abomination which he made, and which was 
found in him, wy. Ol, properly, Jager en, 
upon him, Cc. Which Expreſſion, a ug to 
the Author of the Hiſtoria Scholaftica, Lyranus, 
and many of the Jeuiſ Writers, (as quoted by 
Pererius ent. in Daniel,. Lib. 1. ] iᷣ to be 
meant of the idolatrous Marks and Stigma» 
ta of thoſe abominable Pourtraitutes, which 
were found on that King's after his 
Death. All this will help to lead to the full 
Extent of the Prohibition in Leviticus, not 
to make any of thoſe Mehokoth, (not Cuſtoms, 
which is lame and vague, but) abominable 
Types, Images of Mobch, &c. which with their 
execrable Rites of Worſhip had been forbid- 
den in the foregoing Part of that Chapter, 


eſpecially at the 21ſt Verſe, Another Paſſage 


F thall inſtance is in Jai. x, 1. Woe unto 
them, ſue ppn Bpprn Hababtim Hal- 
that decree 


* ki-aven) 


<< preſcribed;”? 


untightebus Decrees; * 
Land write Grievouſneſs which they have 
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+ preſetibed: The Septuagint here con- 
found theſe two Clanſes, without obſerving 
the Diſtinction in the Original; for their Ver- 
ſion runs literally, Woe to them that write 
Wickedneſs, for writing they write Wick⸗ 
edneſs. Out - Tranſlation indeed preſerves 
the Difference; but comes not up to the 
full Import of the firſt Comma, which does 
not concern civil Sanctions or Decrees of 
Princes (as the Contents of the Chapter, in 
our Etgliſh Bibles intimate by the Expreſ- 
ſion of The Woe of Tyrants) but religioùs I. 
maginations, Rites of Worſhip, Fc. as is evi- 
dent. froth what follows in the Chapter about 
the Puniſhments, which God threatens to ex- 
ecute by the Hand of the King of 4þ 
Hria, and which afterwards he did actually 
execute both upon Judab and Iſrael, not for 
their Tyranny in à political Senſe, but for 
their Idolatries and Cortuptions of that Sort, 
in ſetting up, pourtraying, Sc. e Pyr, Hal- 
bi- auen, as is here expreſſed, Types, Emblems 
of Vanity, which the Word Aven ſignifies, 
as in Ii. Ixvi. 3. He that bleſſeth (Auen) an 
Idol, and Jai. xli. 29. where the molten I- 
mages are ſaid to be Auen, Vanity; and hence 
from the ſetting up of Jeraboams idolatrous 
Worſhip at Berbel (which ſignifies the Houſe 
of God) chat Place is called by the Prophet 
Hoſea, Hof. iv. 15 2: v. 8: x. 5. Beth Aven, 
the Houſe of Aven, or of an Idol. Much 
to the ſame Meaning is there a Paſſage in the 
P/alms, P/. xciv. 20. Shall the Throne of 
> Ini- 


. 
* Tniquity (it is there faid) have Fellowſhip 
« with | H 9 . 
« mal oli Hak, which frameth Miſchief by 
* Law,“ our Tranſlation renders it, but 
not expreſſively enough. The Word Hy, 
Gnama!, here rendered M:/chtef, is of much 
| the ſame Nature with Aven, and frequently | 
g they are joined together as deſcriptive of one 
| another. 80 ai. x. 1. Woe to them that 
* decree Decrees of Aven, Vanity, and write 
« Gnamal,. Corruption, Grievouſneſs, &c.” 
B/ x, 7. Under his Tongue is Gnamal'and 
* Aven, Miſchief and Vanity.” And in that 
famous Story of Balaam, Numb. xiii; 21. 
** He hath not beheld Auen, Iniquity in Ja- 
% cob, neither hath he ſeen Gnamal, Petverſe- 
* nels in Mrael. Whence it would ſeem 
to belong to the Claſs of religious things, 
and conſequently to fignify religious Vani- 
ties, Corruptions, &c. Accordingly the Verb 
with which it is joined in the Place I have 
quoted, , Fetzer, ſignifies to forge, form, 
mould or ſhape a thing, plaſmare, effifiare, as 
the Lexicons tell us; and is the Word by 
which the Antediluvian Idolatries are expreſ- 
ſed, and which our Tranſlation renders Ima- 
ginations, Gene/. vi. 5;:vin, 2 1. So that the 
proper Import of this Phraſe under Conſide- 
ration will be, The Throne of Iniquity that 
imagines, (in that Senſe) forms, moulds, &c. 
a thing of Vanity, an Idol, Cc. to be a 
Type, ſacred Emblem, Object of War 
7 8 


/ 
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Shall ſuch a Throne, ſuch idolatrous Deviſers 
bave Fellowſhip with Jenovan ALziM, che 

true God, as is faid 2 Corinth. vi. 15. 

What Concord hath Chriſt with Belial, or 

hat Agreement hath the Temple of God 

« with Idols?” It is in this Senſe likewiſe, 

| that the Word ſtands Micab vi. 16. For the 

Statutes, MPN, Hakoth, of Omri are kept, 
and all the Works of the Houſe of Ahab, &c. 

1. e. all the Idolatries, corrupted Worſhip 

deviliſh Pourtraitures, &c. for which that Fa. 

mily, eſpecially in Jezebel's Time, was ſa 

borridly infamous. It would take up much 

Time (and indeed to great Satisfaction) to 

touch at all the Paſſages in Holy Writ to this 

Purpoſe. The Word Statutes, which is the 

general Interpretation of p, Hat, is by Com- 
- Mentators applied to the ceremonial Law of 

the Jews, and made to fignify the ſeveral 

things pertaining to that Syſtem : But the O- 

riginal has a further Proſpect, and conveys 

this Idea, that theſe outward things were 

Draughts, Lineameants, Pourtraitures, &c.. of 

ſomething better and more noble 55H pn, 

Hakoth leg nolam, as they are called, Types, 
Exhibitions of the Age of the Goſpel. | Be- 

fore the ceremonial Law was inſtituted, we 

J meet with this Word in God's Promiſe to 
Iſaac, Gene/. xxvi. 5. Becauſe Abrabam kept 
my Charge, my Commandments, 'Mpn, Ha- 

Lali, my Statutes and my Laws. And we 

find in the P/alms with what beautiful Ve- 


hemence 
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hemence the inſpired Penman exprefles his 
Love and Affection for, and Diligence in 
the Study of thoſe things: Eſpecially in the 
T19th Pjalm, that Maſter- piece of ſublime 
Devotion, and exalted Sentiments, which in- 
deed I cannot pak over without offering ſome 
of my Thoughts upon it; and I hope the 
Digreſſion will be readily pardoned. It is di- 
vided. into twenty-two Parts, according to the 
Number of the Hebrew Letters, and each of 
theſe Parts contain eight Divifions, which we 


lll Verſes, beginning every one of them with 


the Letter of the reſpective Part. The whole 
of the Pſalm is a lofty Panegyric on the Oe- 
conomy of Religion, as inſtituted by God, - 
and as in a great Meaſure above human Com- 
prehenfion. ' Accordingly we meet with eight 

different Words to this Purpoſe, and for the 
| moſt part one of theſe Words is to be found 
in every one of the eight Verſes of the twenty- 
two Parts. 1. Tru, Torab, Law, Which 
comprehends the' whole of the divine Will 
in its ſeveral Branches, as where he ſays, v. 18. 
„Open mine Eyes that I may behold the 
* wondrous things of thy Law,” and v. 97. 
* © how I love thy Law,” Cc. 2. 37, 
Dabar, which our Trauſlation na or | 
and is properly applicable to the Divine Ay g., 

the Worn . — St. John 1. 1. to whom : 
the Pfalmiſt points in other Places of- the 

P/alms, as in P/ lvi. 10. where he ſays, 
* In God will T praiſe” his Ford, in the 

* Lord will I praiſe his ord,” The oy 
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nal is moſt beautiful, u ee Ton 
e ra, Be Elabim ebellel Dadbar, be 

ebovab ehellel Dabar, literally, In Elabim 1 
will praiſe Dabar, (the Won p) in Jehovab I 
will praiſe the Word, i. e. I will praiſe the 
Wonp, and acknowledge him to be both 
Aleim (Gon) one of the Faederati of the 
TRIxITV, and likewiſe Jehovah, (Loox) 
Self- exiſtent, Eſſence in Himſelf. A gibri- 
ous Confeſſion of Chriſtianity ! So here in this 
Plalm, v. 9. Wherein ſhall. a young Man 
« cleanſe his Way? T2795 W887 (4ſbamar 
ke Debarcha) by obſerving, taking Heed, 
ſtudying upon thy. Ford. And v, 89. For 
ever, O Lord, Thy Word is ſettled in Heaven. 
And hence that pathetic Ejaculation. up and 
down the Pſalm, rw m -(Hejem 
barcha) . quicken thou me according to Thy 
Mord, that Word who only is the Way, and 
the Troth, and the Life, 3. We, Amar, 
which, is likewiſe tranſlated Word, properly a 

ord, of Promiſe, Inſtruction, &c. in Greek 
bane, in Latin Elguium, may be applied o 
ſuch Part of the Scriptures as was then writs 
ten, and among other, Particulars differs from 
Dabar in this, . that Amar is moſtly uſed in 
the Plural Number, #erds, and Dabar ge- 
nerally in the ſingular. The Word which 
may ſtrengthen perhaps what I have already 
ſaid about Dabar. 4. u,  Mitzoth, Come 
mandments, from MY, t auab, he command. 


cd, properly. che moral Part of the Jeni 
| w 
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Law which we call the Ten Commandments : 
For this is the Word which God Almighty 
himſelf uſes at the Delivery of the Decalogue, 
Exod. xx. 6. And keep '1Mmyb, Mitzotbi, my 
Commandments. 5. PvS29, Miſhpathim, in 
our Tranſlation generally rendered Judgments ; 
not in that Senſe in which the Word Judg- 
ments is ſometimes taken, as implying Ma- 
nifeſtations of God's Wrath and Indignation, 
but as ſignifying political Inſtitutions, national 
Obſervances, and the like. This is the Senſe 
which God puts upon the Word. Exod. xxi. 
1. where after having publiſhed his Mi7zoth, 
moral Sanctions, Commandments for regulat- 
ing the Life and Manners, He ſays to Moſes, 
Theſe are EwH2PD, Mriſhpathim, the Judg- 
ments, (rather the Cuſtoms or Statutes - 
ing to the proper Notion of the Word) which 
thou ſhalt ſer before them. And then proceeds 
in the 21ſt, 22d, and 23d Ch. to name and 
appoint theſe Cuſtoms, &c. 6. pd, Pake- 
dim, from "PB, Pakad, vifitavit, he viſited, 
and ſo chiefly ſignifies Viſitations. Our Tran- 
ſlators indeed, following the Septuagint, make 
no Diſtinction between Paladim and Mit- 
zoth, but render them both promiſcuouſſy 
Commandments: Yet certainly they are differ- 
ent Words, 'and come from different Roots, 
and therefore according to the Genius of the 
Hebrew Language, muſt have different Mean- 
ings. And to be ſure the only Way to come 
at their Meanings is by examining the Roots, 
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and tracing the Words through-the wn 
Places where they are uſed in — The 
prev. owns Meaning of Palad is to viſit, and it 

almoſt always uſed in this Senſe. Some- 
times, when 1 i is ſpoken of God, it is taken 
in a Senſe implying Mercy, as in Genęſ. I. 24, 
25. ii. 16 iv. 31 :: xiii. 19. 1 Sam. 
l. 2 1. H. viii. 5 : : hv. 9. IJſai. xiii. 17 :: 
XXIV. 22, Sc. 3 in a Senſe, N 
ing Auger, as in Exod. xx. 5 :: xxxii. 34. Pf. 
lix. Six. 32. Jai. xili. 11 :: xxiv. 21 53 
Xvi. 14:1 xxix. 6, Cc. Yea, we read of a 
Year of Viſitation, Fer, xi. 231: xxiil, 12: : 
xlviii. 44, Cc. Of a Day of Viſitation, Jar. 


x. 3. Hoſ. ix. 7. which Phraſe St. Peter uſes, '_ 


1 Ep. il 12. and calls it yuige im %ði⁰,ů 
And of a Time of Viſitation, Fer. viii. 12 2: 
x, 1.5, Sc. as our Saviour ſays to the Jeu, 
St. Luke xix. 44. They knew not the Time 
« of their Viſitation.“ 'K rom all theſe Places 
put together, we ſee what the true Meaning is, 
of the TDs Patodicba, which we meet with 
ſo frequently 3 in the cxixth P/a/m, God's Viſi- 
tations, .com ing his Mercies and 
Judgments; It was upon theſe. divine Viſita- 
tions that the P/a/mi/i-was to meditate, v. 15, 
This it was that he prayed to be inſtructed 

in, that ſo he might talk of God's wondrous 
. u. 27. = this it was that he ex. 
to get Underſtanding, .-v.. 104, Ee. 
to. proceed. 7. Ny. Gnadatb Teſtimo- | 
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fings, alluding to the Tables of Teſtimony-: 
Exod. xxxi. 18. which were ordered to be put 
within the Ark Exod. xxv. 21. whence the 


Ark v. 22. is called the Ark of the Teſti- 


mony, and conſequently may denote not on- 
ly the Ten Commandments (which we ſee are 
called Mrtzoth) but likewiſe, or rather, the 
chief and ſubſtantial Part of the Few: 
Worſhip, of which it is well known, the Ark 
(which- is ſometimes imply called The Teſfti- 
) was a main Ingredient. 8. I have re- 
ferved to be laſt ſpoken of our Word we have 
been upon MPN, Hakoth, (always in this 
Pſalm rendered Statutes, by the 70, de 
gala, (See St. Luke i. 6.) and which makes 
ſuch à Figure, as it were, in this noble Liſt of 
the ſeveral Things of Religion. And the In- 
ference I have to make, and which to me ap- 
pears moſt natural, is this; That if the Pan- 
it had had no other Sight of, or Light into 
the Things of the Leeiticel Oeconomy (which 
the Scripture ſo very often calls ph, Hakim) 
than as ſo many bare outward Ceremonies 
only, would he have ſpoken of them in ſuch 
bfty and exalted Strains? Thefe Things, which 
when viewed only in themſelves, we ſome- 
times find God exprefling Himſelf about in 
low and contemptible Terms, would David 
under the Inſpiration of the divine Spirit, have 
prayed ſo earneſtly for the Knowledge of ? 
But he ſaw them thoroughly how wonderful 
and erde, they were, as they were Ad- 
umbrations, 
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umbrations, Exhibitions, &c, of better Things, 
of MxsstAnk and his Salvation. Hence it is 
that he ſo frequently breaks out into this rap- 
turous Exclamation, Teach me thy Statutes, 
Tpn 1215, Lamdani Hakicha, Inſtruct me 
in thy Types, Symbols, Cc. And indeed his 
Delight in theſe pious Studies had been ve- 
ry great, when, as he tells us himſelf, even 
in the melancholy Times of his Exiles and 
Wanderings up and down, he had been taken 
up with that pleaſant Employment: Thy 
Statutes, ſays he, E/, cxix, 54. TN, Hali- 
che, thy Types, Emblems, &c. have been my 
Soc Fun, Zimroth li, Plalms to me, 
in the Houſe of my Pilgrimage. This was 
the Work in which he was aſſiſted by a di- 
vine Impulſe, to compoſe P/alms, holy Songs, 
Odes, &c. not upon his own Circumſtances 
only, cither temporally or ſpiritually confider- 
ed, (which no doubt a Perſon of a poeti 
Genius might have done without ſuch hea- 
venly Inſpiration) but to be Predictions, Pro- 
phetical Deſcriptions of God's Management 
of, and Bleſſings to his Church by the Mes- 
SLAH, the Beloued, of whom the Royal Pfalm- 
iſt (in his very Name, MN, David: which 
properly ſignifies Beloved) was ſo eminent a 

Ve. Accordingly that common Title which 
we find before many of the P/alms, th 
., Mizmer {+ David, and which is in our 
Tranſlation, a Palm of David, might, __ 

= 
mi 


ably to the Original. be render he 
Es 2 | 
Sono 
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miſt to the Beloved. (See what David ſays of 
himſelf to this Purpoſe, 2 Sam. xxiii. 1—8.) 
And indeed, though all the Pſalms have a 
Tendency of this Nature, and ought to be 
looked upon in this Light, yet ſome of them 
carry ſuch vifible Marks and Tokens of this 
myſtical Signification, as cannot but point to 
the true Meaning of them at the firſt Sight, 
ſuch as the iid, xixth, xxiid, lxxüd, cxth, Gr. 
And if our Tranſlators had adhered cloſely (as 

J bumbly think they ought to have done) 
to the literal Senſe and Conſtruction of the. 
Original, and not gone off into Periphraſes 
and Expoſitions of their own, I am of O- 
pinion the true Meaning of the Holy Ghoſt 
would have better appeared in his own 
Phraſes and Manner of Diction, than under 
the Garb of modern Idioms and Faſhions 
of Speech. I might confirm this with ſeveral 
Inſtances. Be pleaſed only to look at theſe 
two or three, P/. xxi. 6. we read, © Thou 
* haſt made him moſt bleſſed for ever,” 
literally, according to the Hebrew, N /n 
MID (Re beracoth) © Thou haſt ſet 

« him to be Bleſſings for ever,” (as Pagninus 
has rendered it) which points more directly 
to the Promiſe made to Abraham, Gen. xii. 3: ; 
xviii. 18 : : xxii. 18. and applied by St. Peter, 
Acts iii. 2 5. and by St. Paul, Galat. iii. 8. that 
in Abraham's Seed, Chri/t, ſhould all Kindreds 
pf the Earth be bleſſed. Again, 5 bexii. 1 f. 
0 


ie fs in « ibles Prayer ſhall be 
it is in our Bibles— Pray ome 
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te made for him continually,” Cc. literally, 
according to the Hebrew, n. Bagnado it 
ſhould be in his Congregation or Church, 
not for him, as if intended only for Solomon. 
In this Senſe the Word is uſed in other Places of 
the Pſalms, as F/. i. 5.—** Nor Sinners Nn, 
* Begnadath, in the Congregation of the Juſt,” - 
So Pſ. lxxxii. 1. God ſtandeth Begnadath, 
in the Congregation of the mighty,” Ge. 
And this Interpretation, if followed in the 
Place before us, would have raiſed the Idea 
far above Solomon, even to the Mgss1an, to 
Him of whom only it can properly be ſaid, 
v. 17. That Men ſhall be bleſſed in Him.“ 
Another Place you may look at is P/. lxxxix, 
27. I will make him my firſtborn, high- 
« er than the Kings of the Earth.” The O- 
riginal is 19959 e Wang. (Athneu Helion 
le Malchi) © I will give him to be the Moſt 
« High to the Kings of the Earth.” The 
Word Helion is one of the proper Names of 
God, and is tranſlated Mot High. See PY 
xxi. 7: : IxxXvii. 5: xcii. 1. Yea, the Heas 
thens gave this Name to their Deities, as in 
Plautus's Pænulus, and from this, it is thought, 
comes the Greek HM, Helios, the Sun. God 
here reclaims the Title from the Pagan Cor. 
ruption, and ſhews to whom this divine Name 
only belongs, to the Son, of whom David 
was but a Type, and to whom the greateſt 
Kings were to do Reverence. Ste P, ii. 10 
11, 12: : Pf; Ixxu. 10, 11, Cc. 1 juſt 
. mention 
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mention another Paſſage, which in our Tran- 


ſlation loſes much of its original Beauty, and 
it is P. cxxxvii. 3.—“ They required of us 
a Song, ſaying, Sing us one of the Songs 
« of Zion.” One of the Songs, is a Turn 
which is borrowed from the Septuagint, 5x 
r dd, the Original is fingular, UO Wur- 
— vd, Siru lenu Mefir Zion, Canite no- 

is cantatum Zionis, Sing to us the Sung one 
of Zion: And that the Words had ſuch a 
particular View, is plain from the Anſwer 

wen by the mournful Fews in the next 
Verte How ſhall we ſing the Lord's Song, 
rere, Etb-Sir-Jxnovau, not in ge- 
neral Terms one of Jehovah's Songs, but be 
Song (eth-ſir) in which IE HovAH was prin- 
cipally concerned. (Perhaps the Words might 
be rendered, Cantatum Jebovab, the Sung 
TFehovah, or Sung one in Fehovah, but I do 
not affirm this.) Many more ſuch beautiful 
Paſſages there are in the P/alms, that are 
ſtrangely obſcured and flattened, as we read 
them; and I have made this long Digreſſion 
(though I hope not altogether an impertinent 
one) on Purpe ſe to ſhew that the true Mean- 
ing of certain Words is not to be ſought from, 
nor found in our Engliſh Tranſlation of the 
Bible, (perhaps moſt of our modern Tranſla- 
tions are equally defeftive) but only to be 
gathered by comparing the ſeveral Paſſages 
where ſuch Words are to be met with, and 
till Keeping the one primary and radical 5 
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of the Word in View in all theſs Places, 
And of this Nature is the Word "PN, Hak, 
to which I now return, Its principal Idea, as 
we have ſeen, is that of graving, pourtray- | 
ing. &c, and as it is almoſt always uſed in 
religious Matters, it fignifies Type, Emblem, 
Adumbration, &c. And in all the Places of 
Scripture where the Word occurs, either as 
erb or Noun, I could more univerſally 
and eaſily reconcile this Idea to the ſeveral 
Contexts, than in the Senſe of Statutes, ac- 
cording to the common Idea of that Word. 
Now from this Verb pn, or op. 6 comes the 
Word uſed by Jacob, , kkak, which 
we read Lawgiver, but — to the true 
and only Etymology of its Ro, properly 
ſignifies Typifier, a Perſon or * that ty- 
piſies, adumbrates, exhibits, &c. ve been 
at ſome Pains in looking over * Bible, and 
have found this Word Mebokkak only ſeven 
or eight Times made uſe of, and which I 
think very obſervable, always in hetical 
or parabolical Speeches, This is 
Time, Gen. xlix. 10. that it occurs. 
2. The next Time is in Numb. xxi. 19, 
* The Princes Age the Well, the Nobles 
„of the People digged it, 22, _ 
hokkak. Our "reads hs ers it (by 
ſtirange Sort of Periphraſs). * by the Dee. 
© tion of the Laugiver :“ The Septuag! 
yet more differently, ed dne a], Cart 
Wy ih ty T1 Gaoikeie ad, i. e. The Kings 


of 
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of he Nations digged it in their Kingdom, 
But whoever confiders the wonderful Manner 
in which the 1/aelites were at that time ſup- 
. plied with Water, will ſoon diſcover ſome- 
thing more about it, than the Direction of 
Moſes, or the Labour of the People only. 
The Targum of Jonathan, as quoted by Ligbt- 
foot in his Hore Hebraicæ, on 1 Corinth, ob- 
ſerves the ſame of this Well, as of the other 
at Horeb (See what Mr. Holloway ſays. on 
this Subje&, OR1GINALs, Vol. I. on the Word 
Gan) chat it followed the People through all 
| their Incampments, &c, And therefore "bat 
St. Paul ſays. is applicable to all theſe mira- 
culous Productions of Water in the Wilder- 
neſs, 1 Corinth. x. 4. For they drank. of 
i that ſpiritual Rock that followed them, and 
e that Rock was Chriſt,” This will help to 
the true Meaning of the Word beMebokkat, 
in this inſpired Song of the 1/ae/ztes, not 
las our Tranſlators, have paraphraſed it) by the 
Direction of the Lawgrver, but In typrficate- 
rem, into a Typifier, z. e. to be a Y 
as we ſee dt. Paul fays it was of "Ah 'the 

3. "The next Place I find the Word in is in 
Deus. XXxiii. 2 1. where Maſes under divine 
Inſpiration, as Faceb formerly had been, bleſ- 
ſing the Tribes of Hrael, when he comes to 
Go. he ſays, And he provided the firſt Part 
for himfelf, becauſe there in a Portion. of the 


Lawgiver was he ſeated, . 5 25 
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Heltath Mebotkak Sephun, Pars legiſlatoris 
tecti, in the Verſion of Arias Montanus ; the 
70 have it, 77 agyo)uv ure , It ſeems 

indeed to Ag a dat Pa Paſſage, and the 
Multicude of Comments upon it ſerve to 
make it ſtill more ſo. The different Gloſſes 
of Buxtorf, Cocceius, Pagnin, Abenezra, &. 
as to be found in Noberthn's Lexicon under 
the Word fab, Sapbun, afford little or no 
1 guide us to the true Senſe of Moſes 
in theſe Words, taking Mehokkak for Laws 
giver, as they do. As Typifier, and follows 
E the literal of the Words, it 
is poſſible perhaps after much Pains and At- 
tention to — 1 of them : Though 
indeed they appear A to be of the Kind 
of thoſe many myſtical Paſſages of holy Writ, 
which no Man, I think, needs be (which at 
leaſt I for my part am not) aſhamed to own 
his Ignorance of. Certain it is, that even uſing 
the Word Laugiver for Mebokbak, makes them 
no way plainer, than taking it in the Senſe I 
contend for, as carrying the Idea of typifying, 
and that is enough for my Purpoſe, 
4. We meet with the Word again in that 
* Song of Deborah, Judg. v. 14. Out 
of Mac bir 1 down, s Mehokke- 
lim, Governors, as we z the agint 
has it, s«prvay]:g, Irveſtigatores, Searchers out, 
as it were, of hidden Thing gs, which ſeems in- 
deed ſomething akin to typifying. This Song 
is all pte aud Fe i | 
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has a double Deſign. One, to ſet forth the 
Victory po by Barak over the Enemies of 
the People, the other, to ſpeak of the Deliver- 
ance that God would work for his Church. 
Barak we find, is one of thoſe Heroes whoſe 
Faith St. Paul celebrates, Heb. xi. 32. and ſeems 


d be ſet forth to us as a Type of CHRIS T; 


eſpecially, from what the Propheteſs ſays v. 12. 
Ariſe, Barak, Py Fate, (Peſhebab Sheber- 
cha) and lead thy Captivity captive, *v hich 
very Exprefſion is made uſe of by the F 
, P/, viii. 18. and by St. Paul applied t 

CHRIST, Epbe/. iv. 8. Thou haſt 0 80 
«up on high, Thou haſt 2 Nav, [ Shebith 
« Shebir,) led Captivity captive.” I know, 
that ſome of our modern Commentators, who 
are out of Conceit with every thing that they 
cannot underſtand or account for, are angr 

at this Song for ſpeaking. ſo favourably of 
Jael'ss killing Siſera; and ſome of 1 (See 
Stackhouſe on the Place) carry this lo far, "2s 
on that Account to give up the divine In- 
ſpiration of it. With What View this is done, 
1 ſhall not take upon me to conjectute; but 
certainly the Conſequences of ſuch a pre- 
ſumptuous Freedom are much to be dreaded 
as at this Rate the Enemies of | Religion will 


- 


" 


ſtill. be - picking Quarrels, and finding Ble. 
miſhes, and fo we ſhall firſt have 955 an 


| 13S. 5 Pare: Biry, 
then another, Book thrown put of the Canon 
of inſpired Writ, till in the End we ſhall ha 
none eft. In my humble Opinion, R 8. 
888 , | "wan 
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vain in Man to attempt to vindicate any of _ 
theſe Old-Teſtament Tranſactions, however 
ſtrange they may ſeem, and irreconcilable to 
our on Notions of Things, as ſo many of 

eople of thoſe Times were under a di- 
5 Impulſe, and their Actions tecorded (not 
indeed for our Imitation, all of them, un- 
leſs we had as good a Warrant, but) to be 
Types, emblematical Inſtructions, Repreſen- 
tations, &c. of divine Things to us. And in 
this Light this Song, of Deborah makes a noble 
Figure in the Scripture Hiſtory, for the Sub- 
limity of Diction, and Loftineſs of Thought, 
to be met with in it. We ſee that it is full 
of figurative myſtical Speeches, of which the 
Church in thoſe Times did know the beau- 
tiful eaning.; though I am afraid, it is not 
aly ot us at this Diſtance, and perplexed 
as 5 are, with Prejudices of Interpretati- 
Mg e &c, to come at it. And 
e in the 14th Verſe, among ma- 
ny ee T take to be of this Sort, as con- 
taining a. great deal more. than our Tranſlation 
does ex tels, But to proceed, * * | | 
6. ord we are upon occuts again in 
the Pſalms, 45 Ix. 41 i and cviii. 8. Gilead is 
5 and NM. is mine, Epbraim | is the 
trength, c 915 as 13 d. Judab is pd, Me- 
0 my E the 70 Rave it Gao 
Nbg 448, my King. The ſecond Perſon in Ix- 
e Au, Wks here ſpeaks, and claims a Re- 


lation on jo, .and 2 e 0 theſe ſeveral Na- 
AR f tions, 
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tions, as the Words plainly expteſ (com · 
pared with many other Places. See T/ar. xi. 
014. &c,) But in what Senſe Judab can 
called God's Lawgiver, is not caly to com · 
prehend. Lawgiver or King implies a Sort 
of Superiority, which in the preſent Caſe 
cannot be, ſo that here at leaſt this cannot 
be the true Meaning of the Word Mebokkhak. 
In the Senſe I have been inveſtigating, it con- 
veys a noble Idea, Zudab is my Typufyer, He 
who. typifics, exhibits me, with a Retroſpect 
no doubt to Faceb's Prophecy, Gen. xlix. 10. 
The Import of this any ane may conceive, 
Who has the leaſt Acquaintance with the 1- 

cred ings. an 4% 38 mich 
5 6. he next Place I have found the Word, 
in, is in Proverbs xxxi. 5, — © Leſt they drink 
and forget pprwo, Mebokkak, the Law, Ge. 
This Baok of | Proverbs, as being in the Ca- 
non of inſpired Scripture, muſt be allowed 
to contain ſomething more ſublime and ele- 
vated, than the common Senſe of the Words 
at firſt Sight ſuggeſts. For, if we lock upon 
them only in this Light, as moral Sayings, pru- 
dent Obſervations, or ſo, the Aſſiſtance af the 
divine Spirit does nat ſeem neceſſaty ty have 
dictated any ſuch, any more than the Golden 
Verſes of--Pythagoras, the Characters of Theo- 
Brabus, &. Bat the u, Mile, the 
TERS Allegories, figurative Proyerbs (as 
. the Word ſignifies) of Solamon, haye a _ 


5 
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ble Meaning, a as well as a moral, 
As is plain — many Inſtances, ſo particu- 
larly from what is faid of iſdom, as in Ch. 
ini. Ch. viii. Cc. by which all Commentators 
agree . is to be underſtood. Here in 
the Paſſage before us, the Words are un- 
hr idly to be taken in the myſtical Senſe, 

it will not be eaſy —————— 
with what follows in the a and 7th Verſes. 
The Chapter begins with the Mention of Pro- 
b The Words of King Lemuel, the Pro- 
(uro, Maſhe, the fame Word which 
rendered "Burden, Jai. xiii. 1: : xvii. 1: 
NMI Ib XXI. 1, Cc. and implies ſome da 
wenigmatical thing) which his Mother taught 
him, Cc. Kings we know, eſpecially the 
Kings of the Lineage of David, were looked 
on as Repreſentatives of God. Hence the 
Ditection here is not to give themſelves over 
to ſueh Habits, as may make them fall be- 
low! their Dignity, and forget him of whom 
they are Types, Emblems, Oc. It is ſtrange 
ho moſt Tranſlators (but it ſeems they all 
copy after one another) ſhould have rendered 
the Word Mebokkak by Law in this Place, or 
what induced them to do fo. We read of 
the Law in other Places of the Proverbs, as 
Ch. ni. n :: iv. 2 P Kxviit. 7, 9: : Kix. 18, Ge. 
in all which Places the Original is Mn, Torah, 
which, as I have already obſerved, ſignifies 
2 the whole: Body # the divine Will, 
17 is: 22 different from Meboktak, Even 
what 
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what follows can well bear a myſtical Inter- 
pretation - Fr Ten, weji/hnab Din 
cel berie-one, And pervert the Judgment of 
any of the afflicted,” but literally, And 
* alter; (i. e. ſet up another to be) the Judge 
of all the Sons of Afffiction.“ Let us look 
back 0 FE, hexii. 2. where we read PP, Ja- 
ain, He ſhall judge thy People with Righ- 
e teouſneſs, TW), veOnerchs, and thy poor, 
(thy afflicted ones) with Judgment. (Com- 
pare 4, 12, 13 Verſes, and many other Pla- 
ces of Scripture, where we meet with this 
Expteſſion of Din oni, judging the poor and 
necdy) and we ſhall ſoon diſcover to 2. 
this Title belongs, namely in Truth and Re- 
ality to the King Mess1an, of whom all 


other Kings and Judges are Types: So that 


the Advice here given by the Viſeman will 
run, “ It is not for Kings to drink——Left 
they ſhould forget the typified Ons, and 
«© miſtake, change; alter Him who's Judge 
of all the afflicted Sons.” oO A 
7. 1 ſhall juſt inſtance another Place whete | 
our Word is uſed,” and it is Ji. 8 
The Lord is our Judge, the Lord is ppm, | 
Mebokakmu, our Lawgiver, the 70 have it a wy 
uv, our Prince or Ruler. Here indeed the 
Senſe and Connexion will bear this common 
Interpretation, becauſe tlie People of udalb 
might very juſtly ſay, JEwovan is our Law, 
giver, even according to the ſtricteſt Meanin 
of che Word, 4 Maker of Laws: 0 
War Ann 1110 nass theke 
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there could be no Objection drawn from the 
Context againſt this Tranſlation, if Lawgiver 
were any of the Ideas contained in Mehok- 
kak, which I have endeavoured to ſhewi it is 
not. Even here it is to be taken in its own 
primary and natural Senſe, Jehovah is our 
typified One, as before, Prov. xxxi. 5. For 
it is frequently obſerved. in the Bible, that ſe- 
vera] Words under an active Form may have 
a paſſiye Signification, which, as all Gramma- 
rians confeſs, depends entirely on the Con- 
0 ; Though where the paflive Sign (i. e 


: 
* 


e Lan in the third Order of Radicals) ig 
ſupplied, that determines the Signification to 
be paſſiye. Inſtances of this are needleſs, \as 
is a thing which ſo commonly occurs. And 

Nin both my laſt Quotations, it is eaſy to 
ſec that the Context determines, the Signifi- 
cation of ph, Mehokkak, to be paſſive, i. e. 
typeficatus, the typified One. This 33d Chap- 
ter of 7/aiah is evidently a moſt obſcure and 
Aden eren ; and although towards the 
Cloſe it in general contains Promiſes of good 
Things to the Chureb, yet there are Expreflions 
in itt which even, after all the Paraphraſes 
and Liberties of, Tranſlators, I believe are not 
yet fully underſtood, Sec v. 18, 21, 23. e- 
ſpecially in the Origin. 
5 And thus I have traced this ſecond of the 
Patriarch Jacob's Words. thro' all the Places 
l have found it, and by looking into 
the principal Meaning of its Root Hakak, have 
1 | paved 


\ 
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paved the Way, in ſome Meaſure at leaſt, for 
diſcovering the proper Signification of the De- 
rivative. And, as I have already hinted, it is 
obſeryable that this Word Mehoktak never oc- 
curs but in figurative and znigmatical 
as the Quotations I have made, do clearly e- 
_ vince. In plain, hiſtorical Narrations of Fa 
or Deſcriptions of Things, we always fi 
ſome other Hebrew Word to conyey the Idea 
which our Tranſlators have affixed to M.. 
hokkak, Governor, Lawgiver, &c. Thus for 
King the Word is J7», Melech, for Judge 
it is dee, Shopheth, for Prince it is 5, 
Na, for Scribe M, Sepher, for Governors 
irn, Nadibim, &c. But never in any ſuch 
hiſtorical Narration do we meet with Mebok- 
Rakim. Even in that Place I quoted before, 
1 Chron. v. 1, 2. where the Hiſtorian is to 
ſpeak of Reuben's Diſgrace, and of the Dig- 
nity of Foſeph and Judah, we read, Judab 
prevailed among (not above) his Brethren, and 
of him came h, the chief Ruler. The 
Word Nagid is frequently in Scripture ap- 
plied to CuRIsT. Thus in that gracious 
Promiſe, Jai. Iv. 4. 1 have given Him to be 
a Witneſs to the People, a Nagid, a Leader 
(Goer-before, Inſtructor, Pointer-out) and 
Commander to the People. And in the fa- 
mous Prophecy of Daniels 70 Weeks, we 
read, v mwn . Gnad Meſſiah Nagid, to 
Mzess:A# the Prince, Cc. Accordingly in 
chat myſtical Speech of Wiſdom, Prov, viii. - 
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ſhe fays, 1 will x «TR Nagidim * 
ö 1277 ee Things, Things relatin to | 
the Nagid, to CHRIST, as the whole of the 
Chapter is, Now Judab' was he of whom 
this Nagid was to come, and what is faid, 
[Chime 2. points out to this. Now Tudab was 
YT, Bahio, (in fratribus ſurs) among 
is Brethren, and 1239 TY, I Nagid minno, 
(ad Ducem #2 720 ex e) to the Nagid from him, 
meaning, that the Nagid was to come from 
im, not was already come, as our Bible fays, 
f him came the chief Ruler. One would 
have thought this was a proper Enough Place 
to have mentioned the Mebottat, which Jo 
9 had promiſed to Judab. And no doubt b. 
would; have been mentioned as ſuch, if” Mi 

facred Hiſtorian had underſtood it in the 
in which it bag been ſince ee 1 

fp niger ſeveral cc hiſtotical Paſſages, whe! 
Way gh there is no mention made of "Rulers, . 

N Perſons in eivil Authority, Fe. 

t the, Word uſed to denote this is not Me- 
7 But I only bint at this, as I know 
t may be fad, 9 50 Streſs is not to be laid 
on a negative Argument, as this is. But I think 
I have brought poſitive Proofs enough to the 
755 and this, may at leaſt be admitted 
Suctedaneum. 1 5 fo, after all this In- 


qu NN to what appears 
to he” the Meaning of {5.90 Prophecy, 


70 Tribe/bip ſhall 15 djert fro Frilah, 


1) 


make the ſame Obſervation with” * 
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mr a Typifier from between bis Feet, &c. 
The learned Lightfoot obſerves in his Hore 
Hebraice, on the viiith of the As, that for 
wn pa, Mebin raglato, as our Copics have 
it, From between his Feet, the Samaritan 
has vorn pan, Mebin daglaio, which. ſigni- 
fies, From between his Standards, or Ban- 
ners. In reſemblance to this it is thought 
by Commentators (See Stackhouſe, in locum, 
that the Banner or Sign, 533, Dagal,. of the 
Tribe of Judab (which was ordered, Numb. 
ii. 3. to be pitched N25, Kadmah, Eaſtward) 
Was a Lion, one of the Cberubic Faces, as de- 
ſcribed by the Prophet Ezekiel, and the A- 
poſtie St. Jabn (compare Gen. xlix. 8.) whe 
CHRisT is called Rev. v. 5. The Lion of t 
Tribe of Judab. But I only mention this, 
without inſiſting on it, leſt, I ſhould appear 
to deſerve a Character, at which the preſent 
Age is ſo 7 50 offended, I mean; that of | be- 
ing an Hutchinſonan..., 1 
1 now, Sir, having laid down. what, I 
take to be, the proper Interpretation of this 


Prophecy, let us ſee how it Will d 


in Fact with Reſpe to, CHRIST, whom, we 
Chriſtians, believe to be the MxssI ay, and 


3 : 


cob. And 


, As,to the DW, Sbeherh, the Tribefhip, 
it. is certain Fudgh, continued to be a, Tribe, © 
_ a ſeparate Nation (comprehending Benjamin) 

much longer than any of the arher * 


1671 
The Poſterity of this Patriarch began ear- 
ly, as early as the Days of Saul, 1 Sam. xv. 
4- xvii. 52. and afterwards of David,” 2 Sam. 
ii. 10. to be diſtinguiſhed by their Anceſtors 
Name, and to be called by way of Eminence, 
The People of Fudah, as the other Tribes were 
called the People of Mael. After Rehoboam's 
Ticne, this Diſtinction was more fignal, as there 
were two Kings, the one of Judah, and the o- 
ther of 1/2! for ſome Time. At laſt the King- 
dom of Tf ae! was aboliſhed, and that People, 
1. e. the Deſcendants of the other Patriarchs, 
(commonly called the ten Tribes) were carried 
, Captives out of their own Country by the 
"King of Aria, and a mixed Set of Iuha- 
bitants ſettled in their Place; who were af 
terwards called | Samaritans. Upon this it 
may properly be ſaid that the Sbeberb was 
"parted from thoſe People; they were no 
longer Tribes, had no longer Succeſſions of 
Families kept up among them, but were 


* 


L proday fret ſtrange Lands, and very 


probably (notwithſtanding | ſome” braggado- 
chio- Tales throwfl out by their modern Rab- 
Dies) were by Degrees incor into the 
ſeveral Nations whither they were carried. 
But it was not fo” with the Deſcendants of 
Judab. "The Shebeth continued with them 
4 actording to Facob's Prophecy) and even the 
| tte or Royal Dignity too, for à conſider- 
Able "Time" longer: Till by the juſt Judg- 
ent bf God they met wih a Stroke Hke- 
"*Y K 2 wile, 
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wiſh and were removed into a Captivity 
the King of Babylon. And this, as 1 have 
e. — put an End to their Sceptre: ot 


Kingdom, * it did not alter their Shebeth 


or Tribeſhip, as is evident beyond Contradiction 
from the ſacred Hiſtories of Ezra and Nebemiab. 
From this Time they were univerſally called 
ur, Jebudim, Lat, Judæi, and in Engliſh 
Jews, by which they had begun to be ſome». 
times called, even as far back as the Days of 
King Abaz, 2 Kings xvi. 6. Here is a mani- 
feſt e duet of Fart of Jacob's ral 
dition, that Judab ſhould be @ Tribe, i, 
there ſhould be a People of his Poſterity,) 
ſo eminently. called after his Name, long — f 
ter the ee of his Brethren, ſhould be 
forgotten, After this, we always read of this 
People the Jews, in the Hiſtories of thoſe 
Times, as a ſeparate Tribe or Nation, mars 
rying among themſelves, and keeping up Ca- 
talogues of Succeſſion in their ſeveral Fami- 
lies for many Ages,. though no longer a ſe- 
parate Kingdom under their own Kings, but 
ſubje& to, and governed in temporal Matters 
by neighbouring Princes by Turns. And thus 
they continued a Nation, a Shebeth,' a Tribe 
or People, till Sniron came, till the Days of 
the Mgss14n, the CHRIST of God. Of which, 
this to us. Chriſtians is an undoubted Confir- 
mation, that we find two of the Goſpel-Hiſ- 
. torians producing Catalogues of — nod 1 

from the Patriarch RR: down. to that ve- 
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ry Time. Theſe Catalogues might have been 
ſuggeſted to them by Revelation from that di- 
vine Spirit, who was fent to lead them into 
all neceſſary Truth: Or without calling in 
this ſupernatural Aſſiſtance, they might meet 
with ſuch Lifts in the publick Records of the 
Nation, And they not only anſwer this great 
End, to prove that Jesus CHRIST was the 
promiſed Seed of abam, and was come 
of the Lineage of David (according to ſo 
many old Prophecies concerning the Ms 
81AH): But I think they are likewiſe de- 
ſigned to ſhew that hitherto the Sheberh, the. 
Tribeſhip was not departed from Judab, fince 
bis Poſterity through ſo many Generations 
could be numbered, and their Deſcents traced 
down, And no doubt the Difference between 
the Deſcents after David's Time might (be- 
ſides many other Ways of reconciling) be 
interpreted to this Purpoſe, as intended to | 
confirm by ſuch a double Liſt the Truth of | 
Jacob's Prophecy, that till SyiLou came, | 
Juuah ſhould be a Tribe. And one thing 
there is obſervable in theſe two Accounts, 
St. Matt. i. and St. Zuke in, that as they be- 
gin to differ from one another in the Perſon 
of David, fo they meet again as it were in 
the Perſons of Salatbiel and his Son Zoro- 
Label, whom the Scriptures had before ex- 
preſsly called the Na. not King or Sove- 
reign, but Head, (Chief of the Clan) of the 
Tribe of Judab. Zorobube ! was not only a 


great 
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great Man among the Jes in his Day, (as 

the famous Are of their Reſtoration was dated 
from him) but was likewiſe a Typ1fier of the 
at Reſtorer, the MssiAn, as may be ga- 
chered from the lofty Expreſſions applied to 
him, Haggai fi. 21---23. Zachar. ix. 7, 10, 
Sc. and fo his Name could not well be o- 
mitted in the Liſts of the Mess1an's Pe- 
digree after the Fleſh. Theſe Lifts, 1 ſay, it 
is thought the Evangeliſts had from publick 
Records, (as corrected and fupplied no doubt 
by the Direction of their infallible Mater the 
Hol Gnos r.) And theſe Records, 55 
with the moſt of their other publick g 
and Monuments as a Nation, were ſome- 
while after CuRIsT's Appearance deſtroyed 
by Titus Veſpafian. At which Time them. 
ſelves wete miſerably ſubdued, their City an- 
Temple burnt, and the very Name of them 
almoſt extinguiſhed. So that, though now 
a-days there be great Numbers of e ſcat- 
tered up and down the ſeveral Nations of the 
World, yet they cannot call themſelves She- 
beth, a Tribe; they can produce no Cata⸗ 
logues of Deſcent, no Vouchers for the Di- 
flinction of Families, as in old Times.” 49d 
contequently even themſelves muſt confeſs, 
that the Sbeberb is departed from Fadeh.. © 

2. The ſame is to be faid too of the pro- 
miſed ppt, Mehokat, the Typifier. The 
other Tribes did for a while enjoy this Pri- 
vilege in common with Jadab, See Deuter. 


xxxiii. 


(71 ] 

xxxiii. 21. and 7udg. v. 14. before quoted: 
Yea from the Days of Foſhua to David's 
Time or thereabout, which was near 400 
Years,, the Place of Worſhip with the Ark of 
God, and its ſacred Appurtenances, or, Mp, 
Ha kot h, Types, Sc. was at $h:/ob in the Tribs 
of Ephraim, till it pleaſed God to make an Al- 
teration in this Point by his own Autho- 
_ rity, as, we read P/. Ixxviii. 60. He forſook 

e Tabernacle at Sbilob, the Tent in which 
he had tabernacled among Men, and v. 67, 
He refuſed the Tabernacle of Fofeph,.. and | 
choſe not (i. e. gave over chuſing, choſe na 
longer] the Tribe of Ephraim, ue a" 
TINY, er, (Vafibbar eth-Shebeth Jebudab 
but choſe tbe Tribe, of Zudab, &c. From 
this ate it was that Judab got the excluſive 

nvilege of having the pu, the Typryfier 

tween bis Feet, 7. e. among his Deſcend- 
ants, Sc. What is to be underſtood by Me- 

kkak, Typifier, I have already ſhewn, that 
the whole Oeconomy of firſt the Tabernacle, 
and then the Temple-Worſhip with, all its 
myſtzcal Rites, Ceremonies, &c., (which, we 
ſee were called Sv In, Harth legnolam, 
Statutes for eyer, ſerved to this great End 
of ſetting, forth, ſhadowing, typifying, Ce. 
CHRIsT,.the Mgss1an... And this continued 
in Judab, in the Kingdom of Judah, after 
the other Tribes were cartied away, without 
any Interruption, tall the Baby/onzſh Captivi- 
ty... This indeed did for a while put a Stop 
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to It: But it was not an Abolition, of utter 
Extinction: And the faithful People among 
the Fews under their Captivity, believed in, 
andlooked for a Reſtoration after the Term of 
70 Years. This therefore can be no Objection 
to the Truth of Jacobs Pro ; becauſe 
God had not only determined with himſelf, 
but had likewiſe revealed it to them, that 
he would again eſtabliſh the Temple at Je- 
ruſalem, and once more fix the Place of His 
Worſhip there. Accordingly we find in Ex- 
ra and Nehemiah, which are the only Scrip- 
ture Hiſtories of the Nation in thoſe Times 
after their Reſtoration, that the principal 
Subject of theſe Books is concerning the re- 
building of the Temple, the Settlement of rhe 
| Rites and Ceremonies of the Divine Wor- 

ſhip, the Claſſes and Orders of the Prieſts; 
and the like, All which Things come under 
the Interpretation I have given of \Shebeth and 
Mehokkak, as Tribe and Typrfier, but are no 
Way relative to the common Int tion 
of , Sceptre and Lawgiver: For indeed 
in our Idea of the Word Laugi 


ver, à8 3 
Maker of Laws, no Man whatever, not even 
Moſes himſelf could be called a Lawgiver to 
the People of 1/raz!. God was their Law 
er, Mos out Laws and Ordinances, civil 
and religious, to them from his own Mouth, 
and all that Moſes or Joſhua, &c. or Daniel 
and their other Kings had to do, was to go- 
yern the People by, and acording 133 

0 /AWS, 


Pretend to the Honour of being 


. 
Laws. God was to them what King and Parlia- 
ment are to us; the Legi Power, as we 
call it, was in Him, and only the Executive Pow- 
er, which we call the Adminifiration, belonged 
to their Judges, Kings, &c. This was their 
Conſtitution, even when their Nation was in 


its moſt flouriſhing State. No Man could 


giver, even then: And after the Captivity, 
their civil Government fell into various Hands. 
The Divine Providence ſeemed to take little 
or no Notice of their temporal Concerns, 
farther than to a Stock of Judab, 
till the Time for Sxion's Appearing ſhould 
come. This, we may ſay, was the particular 
Object of God's Care, to provide for the Ac- 
compliſhment of his former Predictions, 25 
kenping up a Church among the Jeus, and 

a Continuance of Types, Emblems, Gc. in 
that Church, till — * Manifotation: of | the 
great Arabetype, the MzssrAan. in human 
Fleſh. And this is all of the Conſtitution 
of, that Nation, that continued with them to 
the laſt : Their Kingdom was aboliſhed, the 
Succeſſion of their N Race was ſet aſide 
the old Limits of their Country were much 
ſtraitened, every Thing, I may fay, that re- 
lated to their _— Matters, was in ſome 
Meaſure changed. Only the Shebeth did not 
| from\Fudehb (i. e. they ſtill were a 
Ttibe, and could keep Catalogues of Deſcent 
W 6 ** 


their Law- 


=: 6 
as we may call him. Judah) nor « Mebobkeh 
from between his Feet, i. e. as St. Paul il- 
luſtrates the Thing, Rom. ix. 3. To them 

ͤäpertained the —— and by Glory, and 

* the Covenants, and the giving of the Law, 
**.and the _Az|psiz, the Worſhip, and the 
“ Promiſes, of whom are the Fathers, and 
* of whom as concerning the Fleſh, | Chriſt 
came,“ Se. Theſe Privileges they ſtill en- 
joyed under all the different — and 
Conditions, to which as a State they were 
reduced. They had their Temple-Worſhip 
with all its Appendages and Things of * 
tical Signification, till at laſt the Temple it- 
ſelf was deſtroyed, and ſo of Courſe the 
Worſhip of Gad there muſt conſequentix 
ceaſe. Then indeed the Mehokkak (every 
Thing that could be called a Typifier). was 
— from Judab. For now SHILOH 
himſelf, the Zyprfied One was come, the Pro- 8 
miſe of God 1 Judab by the Mouth of his 
Father Jacob, was now literally and moſt ex- 
actly fulfilled; and Almighty God was no 
longer under Obligation to take Cate of that 
once * Ekd, — diafens Race. M 
But here, 1 know, an Objection wall be 
ſtarted, That the Jeus continued a People, , 
and their ,Temple-Worſhip was kept up for 
a good many Years after the Coming of 
CHRIST, whom we ſuppoſe to be the Shu 
Lon of the Prophecy: 8 ſay the Ob- 
* one would think * Things _ 
at * 


* 
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that be the Meaning of the PR would 
have failed — and by that Means 
Jesvs Cnr1sT would have been inconteſta- 
bly proved to be the Muss rA. Now to 
this Objection (that I may leave nothing of 
any Weight unanſwered) J have theſe three 
Tm to offer. 
hat this ſays as tuck againſt the com- 
— Igsterpretstis of the Words, as it does 
againſt mine. For if we take the Words to 
mean Sceptre and Lawgiver, and Kingly Go- 
vernment to be underſtood by theſe, it muſt” 
be "owned ; for the New - Teſtament Hiſtory” 
tells us fo, that there were Kings of Herod's 
_ Eineage among the Jeus after CHRrIs T's 
Death. See þ xit and xxvith Chapters. 
And if it be faid that theſe were ot King of 
the Family of David, nor of the Tribe of Ju- 

dub, it is plain neither was their Anceſtor Herod. 
himſelf ſo either. So that, if the Herodian Ac- 
ceſſion was the Era of the Shebeth's depart- 
ing from Judab, it happened (as before ob- 
ſerved) 30 Years before Cuxisr came, con- 
trary to the Words of the Pr * 
Or if Herod be faid to be a lawful King, and 
that even in his Time, the continued 
in Judab, the fame muſt be faid'of his De- 
ſcendants alſo. And ſo, I am no more affect. 
ed by this Objection than our Tranſlators, and 
theit Followers, are. But indeed there is no 


Ground from the Text for this Obje&ſion. Fer, 
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2. The Patriarch 's Words do not imply any 
Neceſtey for, or Prediction of the immediate 
— the Sbeberb and Mebokkak from 
on the coming of SnILon, whoever 
8 was. The v ſays he ſhall not 
depart from nor a-Mebokkak from 
between his Na! , Gnad-kt 
jiba Shilob, al So SKILOH-come. This only ex- 
pteſſes a a Negation that the Thing ſhall not 
till, &c. but ſays nothing that looks like 
Affirmation of its being done immediate- 


be, 

an 

. A Perſon may promiſe not to 
ſuch 

By 

'T 


and ſuch a Thing till to morrow: 


that Promiſe he ſtands bound not to do the 


Thing before to morrow, but there is no Tye 
upon him to do it after to morrow is paſt. Ex- 
| of this Sort are common even in Scrip- 
ture: I ſhall inftance in a very remarkable one. 
St. Mart. i. 25. we read that Joſeph knew 
not Mary, ig à, (which cor wich the 
Hebrew , Gnadki): till ſhe forth 
her firſt-born Son. Does it follow from theſe 
Words that he knew her afterwards ? No, 
trary. And ſo in our Caſe the Patriatch's 
Words contain no Declaration of the Remo- 
4 This was an E- 
vent y other Prophecies, and brought 
upon — their own Wickedneſs in re- 
Ring Suiron when he did come. All that 
+ Facob had in his Eye was to propheſy of 
non, that he was to come, and to come 
I -.. 1 too 
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too of the Tribe of Judab, a Privilege which 
none of the other Tribes were to look for, be- 
cauſe they were to be ſcattered long before, 
and only Judab to have a Shebeth and Me- 
hokkak till, Sc. But, 12 | 
3. I think that the Words of the Prophe- 
cy ſeem to ſignify, that the Sbeberb was not 
to depart from Judab, &c. till at leaſt ſome 
time after SHILOH was come. Till Suilon 
come (ſo the Words run) eo! 1h, 
Velo jikebeth ommim, our Tranſlation reads, 
And to him ſhall the gathering of the People 
be; bat literally it may be, and perhaps ſhould 


de, Ti/| SulLon came, and till there be a ga- 


thering of P to him. I do not know 
if this be conſonant to what the mo- 
dern Rabbins and Maſorites call the Idiom of 
the Hebrew Tongue; but I am ſure it is a- 
enough to the Order and Conſtruction 


which the former Part of this very Verſe is a 


7 
Clauſe, to connect it with the firſt, 77, Sttt-" 

LOH come; and till there be a gathering, &c. 
This Conſtruction will extend the Continu- 
ance of the Shebeth and Mehokkak in Judab, 
to ſome time longer than the Appearance of 
the promiſed 81 1LoH. And this too was 
fully verified in the firſt Promulgation of the 
Goſpel. The City and Temple of Jeruſa- 
lem were allowed to ſtand 40 Years after 
CnR1sT's Reſurrection, to wait for the Re- 
pentance and Reformation of the Fews (in 
- reſemblance to God's bearing 40 Years' with 
their Forefathers in the Wilderneſs, and to 
the 40 Years that intervened between Fee- 
miab's firſt Threatning the Deſtruction of the 
Temple, and the Execution of it by Veh 
chadnezzay.) And all this Time the Apoſtles 
were buſy in preaching Chtiſtianity, and eſta- 
bliſhing the Cnuxcn over the then known 
World. It is needleſs to be particular in 
this: The leaſt Acquaintance with Churtb. 
Hiſtory, either inſpired or other, will diſcover 
it to be true, that in that Spece of Time bes 
tween CuR1sT's Reſurrection, and the De- 
ſtruction of Jeruſalem, the ' Chriſtian 'Faith' 
was ſpread far and near, and not a Nation of 
| People almoſt of any Note then, but heard 
the "joyful Sound of the Goſpel: Ando; 

when at laft there was (as Facob had fore 
told) DOD IP, Frkebetb ommim, à Ga. 
thering, ſuch an univerſal Gathering (not of 
the People, but) of Peoples, of all 9 
930083 | al 
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all Kindreds, and Nations and La ta 
SHILOH, by believing and being baptized in- 
to his Name, then that divine Providence 
which had for ſo many Ages protected his 
once fayourite People, the Poſterity of Judah, 
did now withdraw his over-ruling Hand, and 
allowed the Shebeth to depart — Fudah, 
and the Mebolłał to be — from between 
his Feet, by giving up the City of Feru/alem, 
which was their Metropolis, and the Temple too, 
with all its facred Ceremonies, Inſtitutions, 
and MpNn, Hakoth, 2 Sc. to a diſmal 
and irreparable Devaſtatio 

Thus, Sir, I am come = an End of this 
long Diſſertation, and have not only raiſed 
ions (which to me appear unanſwer- 
able) againſt the hitherto received Interpreta- 
tion of this Prophecy, but have like wiſe been 
at ſome Pains to ſeek and find out another, 
which might be more agreeable to the pri- 
mary Signification of the principal Words, 
and likewiſe more reconcileable to Facts. If 
what I have offered ſhall be thought ſatisfac- 
tory to this Purpoſe, I ſhall look back with 
Pieaſure on the Time and Trouble it has coſt 
me: If otherwiſe, I hope every Perſon of 
Candour., will think well of the Deſign at 
leaſt, though they may not perhaps approve 
the Method. As to my own Part I ſhall 
only fay thus much, that I had no Party- 
end in View, that che Interpretations I have 
my: of the ſeveral 1 I have quoted 


from 


LI 
4 


1 3 _ FS 
fromthe Bible, will hold the ame, bete h 
rend the Hebrew with or without the Vowel- 
Points; and that I have endeavoured to avoid 
ſtretching r and 3 to the 
I am only 
. from our 
90 Tranſlation — give ſome little Of- 
fence: But I hope we are not obliged to at- 
tribute Infallibility to thoſe Tranſlators; and 
Jam not 1 1 and the Liber- 
ty to conſult the Original, interpret for 
=" vo Sp BER”, 
In ſhort, Sir, you have m y Thoughts on. 
the Subject, ſuch as they are, and Whatever 
Sentence may be paſſed upon them by ſomè 
of the learned Ones of the Age, our Months < 
y Reviewers, Orthodox Deiſts, Sc. if they # 
Gould come into their - I ſhall reſt 


weit upon the Approbation of God and of 
Alf good Men, which I ſhall always in all 
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